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HA 
e pry os are no Cauſes ſo dark 


855 5 F and intricate as thoſe which 


concern ſuppoſititious Births: 


The Delivery of a Woman 


paſſes i in ſo private a Manner, there is 
ſuch Hurry and Confuſion upon the 
Occaſion, and ſo many Perſons concern 


ed, that Impoſition becomes eaſy; 
You, II. B F which, 
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5 HISTORY of 
1. which, when. once it has gained Credit 
in the World, every Day gathers 
Strength; and in Proceſs of Time it 
becomes almoſt impoſſible, in Caſes of 
this Nature, to diſtinguiſh between 
Truth and Falſchood ; inſomuch that 
in what relates to- Birth, it is equally 
eaſy for Impoſtors to deceive the World, 
as it is difficult for thoſe who are ac- 
cuſed as ſuch to vindicate themſelves 
from the Charge, and prove their Le- 


5 gitimacy. 


If we attend only to the Circum- 
ſtances, there never was a Cauſe con- 
_ cerning Legitimacy involved in great- 
er Darkneſs and Perplexity than this 
Douglas Cauſe; but if we ſeriouſly con= —  þ 
Fider the Characters of thoſe who are 

_ accuſed of an Action ſo contrary to all 
Laws, both divine and human, as an 

I 5 Attempt 


ka 
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Attempt to counterfeit a Birth, in or- 
der to get Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate, and 
defraud the right Heirs, we ſhall ſcarce 
heſitate to pronounce Mr. Archibald 
Stewart Douglas legitimate, and to ac- 
quit his Parents of the baſe Machina- 
tions which are laid to their Charge. 
But not to detain the Reader any lon- 
ger with preliminary Reflexions, I ſhall 
immediately enter upon chis ect 
1 Narrative. 5 2 8 


Lad 7 June Dovglas, Siſter to the Jai 
Duke of Douglas, and Mother to Mr. 
Archibald, was privately married in the 
Year 1746, at her Houſe near Edin- 
burgh, to Colonel Stewart of Grandtally. 
Fhey were both pretty far advanced in 
Life; Lady Jane was, at that Time, in her 
forty- ſeventh Lear. My Aunt, who 
had known her in Londen three Years 
38 * 


@ HISTORTE af - 
before her Marriage, ſaid, That ſhe 
was, at that Time, a very fine beautiful 
Woman; that ſhe had as fine black 
Hair and Eyes as ever: were ſeen; 
that her Complexion was extremely de- 
licate, and had no other Defect, except 
not having any Mixture of the Roſe 
with the Lily. She has often told me, 
that there was an Air of Openneſs and 
Ingenuity in Lady Jane's Countenance, 
characteriſtic of the Integrity of her 
Heart; and that ſhe never knew a 
Woman, who, in all her Words and 
Actions, diſcovered more Greatneſs of 
Soul, or Abhorrence of Dab and 
Deceit. ? 


ee dune 1 have * afur- 
ed by many who were intimately ac- 
quainted with him, was a Man of great 
Courage, and of a noble generous Spi- 
| 8 rit; 


2 
$: 
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rit; they have alſo told me, they were 
certain he would not favour Falſehood 


or Deceit in the moſt trivial Matters, 


much leſs be the Author of it; and 
that they would as ſoon believe the 
Truth of any Fact upon his bare Aﬀer- 
tion, as if a thouſand credible Witneſſes 
had ſworn. toit. Is it at all probable, 
that Perſons of ſuch Characters as theſe, 
ſhould either contriye, or carry on, ſo 
black and odious an Impoſture? 

Mir. Stewart and Lady Fane were 
under _ a Neceſſity of keeping their 
Marriage private, as the Duke of 
Douglas had long ſince been piqued 


againſt the former. After much En- 


quity, I at laſt found the Cauſe of this 
old Grudge to be as follows: Many 
Years: before, both the Duke and Mr. 
Stewart being in Landon together, and 
N B 3 being 


6 
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being both at that Time very young; 
were hurried away by theHeat of Youth, 
and like others of their Age, gave into 
the Follies and Vanities of the Times: 
Happening to be one Night at a Maf- 
querade in the Hay- Market, Mr. Stew- 


art, after it was over, led a Lady, 


dreſſed in the Habit of a Shepherdeſs, 
and maſked, to a Hackney Coach, 
which waited there to carry them both 

off, The Lady was no other than a 
celebrated Actreſs of that Age, who 
was remarkable for being very liberal 


of her Favours. The Duke, who was 


— 


— co r Tool" cs 


at that Time ſomewhat in Liquor, laid 


Claim to her, as under a prior Engage- 


ment to him: Mr. Stewart would not 
-relinquiſh the Right he had to her by 
Priority of Poſſeſſion, but defended it 
with his Sword; and the Duke drawing 


to make good his Claim, was diſarmed 


oy 


Mis BEVERLY. 7 
by him. The Scotch Nobility are as 
delpotic at home as Turk;f6 Baſhaws, or 
Poliſh Palatines; it is therefore not to 
be wondered at that they ſhould ſur- 
paſs in. Pride the Nobility of all other 
Countries. The haughty Spirit of the 
Duke could ill brook being thus worſt- 
ed by a Perſon in Rank ſo much infe- 
rior to himſelf, and he retained a deep 
Reſentment againſt Mr. Stewart as 
long as he lived. ; 


Io return to the new married Couple: 
Colonel Stewart and Lady Fane, rightly 
judging that their Marriage could not 
long remain a Secret whilſt they conti- 
nued to reſide in Scotland, reſolved to 
ſet out directly for France. In Pur- 
ſuance of this Reſolution, Lady Jane, 
attended by Mrs. Helen Hewit as her 
Companion, and two Maid-Servants, 
B4 


a 
1 
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Jabel Walker, afterwards Mrs. Glaſs, 
and E Caw, ſet out from Drumſeugh, 
near Edinburgh, the 16th or 17th of 
March, 1746, ſix Days after the Nup- 
tials were ſolemnized. They were 
joined at Huntingdon in England by 
Colonel Stewart, who did not care to 
accompany her from Scotland, for Fear 
of giving Room to Suſpicion. They 
paſfed the following Winter at Utrechs 
and the Hague, and at the End of April, 
1747, ſet out for Aix la Chapelle, where 
they reſided till the rſt of June, 1748. 


In all theſe Places Sir John and Lady 


Fane cohabited as Man and Wife ; but 


_ fill they kept their Marriage fo private, 
that it was not generally known that 


they were ſuch : For the ſame Reaſons 
which induced them to leave Scotland, 
proved the Neceſlity of Privacy even in a 


— 3 oP were, however, 
ſoon 
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foon' after obliged to throw off the 
Maſk, by Lady Jane's proving with 
Child in 1747. Lady Jane wrote im- 
mediately to Lord Crawford, who was 
then with the Army, requeſting him 
to acquaint the Duke of Donglas with 
her Situation. At the fame Time her 
Friends at Aix la Chapelle were highly 
pleaſed to obſerve the Progreſs of her 
Pregnaricy: Of the Number of theſe 
* Lady Wigton, Miſs Primroſe, Mrs. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hepburn of Keith, 
bit Mrs. Hewit, who when the Cauſe 
was tried, all particularly depoſed, that 
Lady Fane had the nn of a 
INE with Child.” hs | 


_ 


The Ogres mts iis near at 
Hand, Mr. Stewart determined to quit 
that Place, and remove to France with 


ny Company. They accordingly ſet 


. 


out for Rheims in Champague without 
Delay. Being arrived at that City, 
Lady Jane's Pregnancy was there ob- | 
| ſerved by the Abbe Hibert, who walk- 4 
ed with her every Evening; by Lieu- | 
tenant Mackenzie and Maclean, two Bri- | 
4% Officers, who, baving, been taken 
Priſoners by the French, reſided then at 
Rbeims; and by many more. Tis re- 
markable, however, that the Paſſengers 
who were in the Rheims Stage- Coach with 
Lady Jane, when ſhe ſet out for Paris, 
never once perceived in her any Symp- . 
toms of Pregnancy. But Paſſengers | 
might pay ſo little Attention to a Perſon 
they had never ſeen before in their Lives, 
as not to be able to ſay with any Cer- 
tainty, whether ſne was with Child or 
not. Beſides, as Lady Jane wore a 
long Cloak, and was often dreſſed in 


a Hoop, we ſhould not be ſurprized 
that 


i 
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that People who were ignorant of her 
Connexion with Mr. Stewart, did not 
pay the ſame Attention to her Perſon, 
as thoſe who were intimately . 
ed with her. 


Upon the 2d of Jah, 1748, Colonel 
Stewart, Lady Jane, and Mrs. Hewit, 
ſet out for Paris in the Rheims Stage- 
Coach, and arrived in that City on the 


_ 9th of the ſame Month in the Evening. 


Upon the 7th of Fuly, Lady Jane per- 


ceiving that her Delivery was approach- 


ing, removed from the Inn where ſhe 
had lodged till then, to the Houſe of 
one Madame La Brun, in a different 
Quarter of the Fauxbourg, and was there 


delivered on the roth of July, by Peter 


La Marre, an eminent Man-midwife, 
of two Sons; the eldeſt ſtrong and 


healthy; the youngeſt a weak, ſickly 


Child. ( 


as -M1STORT of: 
They ſtayed in this Houſe about ten 
Days after the Delivery, when Lady 
Fane, notwithſtanding the Condition 
ſhe was in, was obliged to remove to 
another, on Account of Bugs. They 
went next to the Hotel D' Anjou, Rue 
Serpente Fauxbourg St. Germain, which 
belonged to Monſieur and Madame 


Michelle. Lady Fane, not having ſuf- 


ficiently recovered her Strength, lay 
here for ſome Time. It muſt be ob- 
| ſerved, that the youngeſt of the Chil- 
dren, being very weak and ſickly, was 
ſent by the Man-midwife, immediately 
after the Delivery, to the Country, to 
be nurſed, The other being ſtrong and 


healthy, continued with his Mother at 


La Brun's ; and, upon her Removal 


to Michelle's, followed her thither with i 
his Nurſe. It is remarkable, that all 


the — of Michelle's Houſe ob- 
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ſerved that Lady Zane had all the Symp- 


toms of Pregnancy. 


It was about this Time that the Fa- 


mily of Hamilton, which ſtood next 


in Order of Succeſſion, contrived to 
have a Report raiſed and-propagated, 


that Lady Fane, through Averſion to 
their Family, had been guilty of the 


Crime of counterfeiting a Birth 


That her Children had been picked up 
in the Streets of Paris That for 


this Purpoſe ſne had gone to France 
with Mr. Stewart, who, in Conjunc- 


tion with her, was introducing a ſpu- 


rious Race into the Family of Douglas. 
The Partiſans of the Family of Ha. 
milton did not fail to take Advantage 
of this Report to ſtir up the Duke's 
Indignation. It was at this Juncture 
* that the Villain Stockbriggs, who 

F had 


+4 BIST ORY er 
had an uncommon Dexterity at coun- 


terfeiting any Hand which he had ſeen 


but once, produced a forged Letter 
from Lady Fane to a Lady in Scotland, 
who was known to be her intimate 


Acquaintance. It contained the moſt 
bitter Expreſſions of Hatred to the 


Hamilton Family; and at the ſame 


Time diſcovered her Deſign of de- 
feating their Hopes of the Succeſſion, 
and ſhewed that ſne had formed a 
Scheme to ſupplant them in the Suc- 
ceſſion. The Duke, who was not en- 
dowed with a very extraordinary Share 
of Penetration or Diſcernment, was 
eaſily impoſed upon by theſe Artifices. 


He really believed that his Siſter had 


counterfeited a Birth; for he was weak 
enough to imagine, that nobody would 
preſume to tell the Duke of Douglas 


that his Siſter was infamous, had not 
her 


her Infamy been proved to a Demon- 


ſtration. The Lion was moved within 


him, when he heard of this baſe and 


infamous Stratagem, which would 
have diſgraced the meaneſt of the 
Douglas Race; he therefore reſolved 
never to ſee his Siſter more, nor re- 
ceive her again into Favour upon any 
Account. The Conſequence of this 
Reſolution was a Settlement in Favour 


of the Family of Hamilton, to the ut - 


ter . of Ly Jars: . Che, 


"Is. is now Time to "think. of Mc. 
Stewart and his Family, who were 
returned to Rheims, haying left Paris. 


Colonel Stewart's eldeſt Son was bap- 
tized at the former of thoſe Cities, be- 
ing then two Months old; after which 
the Colonel ſet out with his Lady for 


ard having firſt brought his 


youngeſt 


youngeſt-Son'Shvlto; from Paris. The 
firſt Effect of the Reſentment of the 
Duke felt by Lady Jane was, the Loſs 
of her Penſion of 300 J. a Year, about 
fix. Months after the Birth of her 
Children, which would inevitably have 
& _ Plunged her in the (deepeſt Diſtreſs, 
8: had it not been for the Generoſity of 
** . Morton, who, being informed of 
3 her Misfortunes, remitted her, without 

=: Delay; three hundrbd: enen 


x7 7 5 


Has: 4 S955) 2841 10 non —4 
= Th 1752, Lady Jane, hoping to re- 
cover'the loſt Favour of the Duke her 
Brother, made a Journey into Scotland, 
accompanied b her Children, Mrs. 
mit, and Val alter; Col. Steivart 
ſtill continuing in Lunden. The Legi 

timacy' | of Mr. Douglas received a 

ftrong Confirmation from this Journey | 

to Scotland, his Rgſemblance" to the 
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Duke his Uncle being univerſally ac- 
knowledged. Lady Fane, whoſe In- 
nocence inſpired her with Confidence, 
and who flattered herſelf that the very 
Sight of her Children could not fail of 
convincing the Duke that his Suſpici- 
ons were groundleſs, made an Effort 
to gain Admittance to his Preſence. 
She went' accordingly to Douglas- 
Caſtle, but was refuſed Admittance. 
The Purpoſe for which ſhe had under- 
taken a Journey into Scotland being 
thus defeated, Lady Jane returned 
directly to. London, leaving the Children 
at Edinburgh, in a Houſe near the 
Meadow, under the Care of 1 
; hn Mr. Loch, and Mr. Colvill. 


I have often hekind Mr. Douglas tay, 
that young as-he was at the Time he 
accompanied his Mother into Scotland, 


by 
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he felt a ſenſible Satisfaction at ſeeing: 
that Country, which he conſidered as: 
his own; and that it: was by Choice 
he ſtayed in that Kingdom, his 
Mother having left it to his Option, 


either to reſide there, or return to France. 


He told me likewiſe, That though he 
could: ſpeak but very little Eng at 
his coming over, he had: ſo ardent a 


Deſire to learn it, that in about three 


Months Time he could converſe in 


that Language as fluently as French, 


which was natural to him, as he was 
born in France, and his Father and 
Mother always ſpoke French in his 
Preſence; for they were apprehenſive, 


chat, ſhould he be uſed to ſpeak two 


Languages in his tender Years, it might 
create a Confuſion which he would 


never after be able to get rid of. 


Tue 
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Two Days after Lady Janes De- 
parture from Scotland, her younger 
Son Sholto caught a Fever, of which 
he died. This new. Misfortune af- 
feted her more than all her other 
Afflictions, and a deep Melancholy: 
. Preyed upon her during the ſhort Re- 
mainder of her Life. In 1753 the 
returned to Scotland, where perceiving, 
that her End approached, ſhe ordered: 
her Son Archibald to be brought to her 
Bed ſide, and adviſing him to bear with 
A manly Refolution the Eoſe he wan 


95 about to ſuſtain, ſhe thus addreſſed him 


with her dying Voice: My Child, 
God make you a good and an honeſt 
Manz for Riches I deſpiſe. Take 
A Sword in your Hand, and you may 
one Day become as great a Hero * 
L any of your illuſtrious Anceſtors.” 


5 


& THDSORT :f 
As the Almighty never fails to raiſe 

up Friends to the Orphan, and to all 
ſuch as are deſtitute and in Diſtreſs; ſo 
it happened upon this Occaſion. - On 
the Death of Lady Jane, Lady Schaw, 


Widow of Sir Zobn Schaw, of Greenock, 
Baronet, and Grandmother to the Ho- 


nourable Mrs. Napier, took Mr. Ar- 


chibald Stewart Douglas under her Pro- 
tection. Mr. Douglas has often told 
That he had as ſtrong an Affec- 
Klon for that generous Lady as he had 
ever felt for his Mother; and that he 
thought himſelf equally bound in Duty 
to love the Perſon to whom he was in- 
| debted. for. an Education ſuitable to his 
Birth, as well as for her generous 
Fatronage and Protection. Colonel 
Stewart ſucceeding to the Eſtate of 
Grandtully, by the Death of his Bro- 
ther, Sir George Stewart, came to Scot- 
2 land, 
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land, where: he immediately cauſed a 
Bond for fifty thouſand Marks: co be 
executed in Favour of Mr. Donplas; 
his Son, which he wrote all over wien 
his own Hand, from the Scroll imgde 
of it by Mr. Lock, his Agent, who, | 
with his Son and Sir rx een 
were n mie 744 WEE 


- 
* * 7 a * S279 
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The Duke 5 Douglas Being + lt - 
thoroughly perſuaded that Mr. Douglas 
was an Impoſtor, was eaſily preva 
upon to confirm the Settlement in Far — 0 
vour of the Family of - Hamilton y- 

- whereupon Lady Schaw, who eſpouſed 
the Intereſt of Mr. Douglas with as 
much Warmth as if he had been her 
own Son, reſolved to ſet on Foot an 
Enquiry into the Truth of his Birth, 
and uſed every Method i in her Power 
to convince the Duke he had been 
impoſed upon. | | In 


7 


= HISTORY of 


In Purſuance of this Reſolution, in 
May 1756, Mrs. Napier, Lady Schaw's 
'Grand-daughter, laid before Sir Jobs 
Stewart the Neceſſity of taking ſome 
Steps, in Order to remove the Doubts 
which had been entertained concerning 
the Birth of his Son. She therefore 
requeſted him to give her in Writing, 
an Account of the Circumſtances re- 
lating to the Birth; as the Name 
of the Houſe and Street where Mr. 
Douglas was born, the Name of the 
Midwife by whom Lady Jane was de- 
Hvered, Sc. Sir John's Memory, which 
had never been a good one, was then 
much impaired by Age, and a Succeſſion 
of Misfortunes; he told Mrs. Napier, 
that about the Time of Lady Jane's 
lying-in, they had changed Houſes ſo 
often, that he could not be poſitive 

with 3 to the Houſe where the 
boy De 
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Delivery happened; but that he would 
endeavour to recollect, and give her 
all thoſe Particulars in Writing. But 
the Lady inſiſting on a Memorandum 
of ſuch Names as he could recollect, 
he wrote one, dated May 13, 1756, in 
which Micbelle's Houſe was ſet down as 
the Place of Delivery. Here it is evi- 
dent, that Sir Jobs Memory muft 
have failed him, for they did not come 
to Michelle's till the Delivery was over. 
This Memorandum was ſent by Mrs. 
Napier to Lady Fam Stewart, the 
Wife of Sir James Stewart, of Goodtreect, 
Bart. who was then at Spa, with a Re- 
queſt that ſhe would cauſe an Enquiry 
to be made into thoſe Particulars, in 
order to eſtabliſh the Reality of Mr, 
Douglass Birth. Sir James immediate- 
ly wrote to Mr. Jobn Gordon, Principal 
We ey Scotch College at Paris, requeſt- 


ing 
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| ing 11 to make the Enquiry; at the 
ſame Time ſending him a Copy of Sir 


Jobn's Memorandum. Principal Gor- 
don made Enquiry at Michelle's, accord- 
ing to his Directions, and was given to 
underſtand that Sir John and Lady Jane 


had lodged there. That ſhe then had 


the Appearance of a Woman lately 


delivered; but that the Delivery did 
not happen at that Houſe. This Ac- 


count was tranſmitted to Sir James 


Stewart, and by him to Lady 2 
and | Lady, Schaw. 


Sir John 1 fnding ſome Time 


| after that. he had made ſome Miſtake 


in the firſt Memorandum, wrote a 


ſecond, in which Madame La Brun's 


Houſe, Fauxbourg: St. Germain, was 


ſpecified as the Place of Delivery. Mrs, 
* purpoſed to have wrote a ſe- 
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ceived how much he had been impoſed 
upon b 
Ear. The Dutcheſs warmly eſpouſed the 
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cond Letter to Lady Jane Stewart,upon 
receiving this Memorandum; but ſhe - 
did not immediately put her Deſign in 


Execution, and the Enquiry was dropt 


for a Time. An extraordinary Revo- 
lution had happened at Douglas Caſtle. 
Stockbrigg, who was the chief Inſtru- 
ment in alienating the Duke from 
Lady Douglas and her Children, was 
dead; the Duke had got the better gf 
his Averſion to Society, and was mar- 
ried, and the Adherents of the Hamil- 


ton Family had, in a great Meaſure, 


loſt their Influence over him. The 
Duke, by the Dutcheſs's Perſuaſion, 


quitted his Retirement, and reſided at 
Edinburgh during the Winter. His 


Eyes were at laſt opened, and he per- 


the Minions who poſſeſſed his 


. e Cauſe 
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Cauſe of Mr. Douglas. She explained 
to her Huſband the Motives which 


induced the Partizans of the Hamilton 
Family to. lay ſo black a Deed to the 


"Charge of Lady Fane; and convinced 


him that many of the Stories which had 
been told him were abſolutely falſe and 


without the leaſt Foundation. © She 


concluded with urging him to acknow- 


ledge his Nephew, and cancel the Set- 
tlement which he had been drawn into 


by the Artifices of deſigning Men. 
The Duke at laſt: yielded to the In- 
treaties of the Dutcheſs, and promiſed 


to make Enquiry concerning the Birth. 


Mrs. Hewit, who accompanied Lady 
Jane to Paris, and was preſent at her 


Delivery, lived then at Edinburgh. — 
The Duke had ſeveral Conferences 


with her, and from her ſtrong, uni- 


form, and conſiſtent Account, was con- 
148 N vinced 
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Miſs BEVERLY. 2 
Vinced that his Siſter had been wrong- 
fully accuſed, and that Mr. Donglas 

was legitimate. No ſooner was the 
Duke undeceived, but he cancelled 
the Writings by which he had ſettled 
his Eſtate upon the Family of Hamil- 
ton, and deviſed it to his Nephew, 
Archi bald Stewart e 


The Duke dying ſoon after this 8 
tlement was made, Mr. Douglas proved 
before a Court of Judicature, that he 
was univerſally believed to be the Son 
of Sir John Stewart and Lady Jane 
Douglas; and moreover proved the 
Pregnancy at different Places, and the 
actual Delivery at Paris, by the Teſti- 
mony of a Perſon who was preſent at | 
the Birth. A Verdict was therefore 
given in his Favour by 'the Jury, im- 
porting, that he was the neareſt and 
| | 20 2 | Las 
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| lawful Heir to the deceaſed Archibald; - 
Duke of .Douglas, his Uncle. 


o bard muſt Mr. Douglas's Caſe 
appear; to be ſo near attaining the 
Height of his Wiſhes, yet every Day 
to meet with new Obſtacles to his being 
put in Poſſeſſion of what an impartial 
Jury had declared to be his Right! 
The Tutors of the Duke of Hamilion 
were reſolved to uſe their Intereſt and 3 
Power to deprive him of the Succeſ- 4 
fion; and with that View determined 
to aſcertain the Truth of the late Re- 
ports ſo diſhonourable to Mr. Douglas, 
They therefore diſpatched Mr. Andreu 
Stewart, one of their Number, and a 
Man of ſtrict Probity, to Paris, with 
Directions to make Enquiry concerning 
the Truth of Lady Jane's Delivery. 
Claims were at the ſame Time entered 
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to the Duke of Douglas s Eſtate, not only 
by his Nephew, Mr. Douglas, but by the 

| Dukeof Hamilton and the Earl of Selkirk. 


Whilſt this Proceſs was depending 
in Scotland, Mr. Andrew Stewart made 
ſome Diſcoveries in France, which he 
thought would turn to the Advantage 
of his Pupil. As Madame La Brun 
Vas ſaid to be the Woman in whoſe 
Houſe the Delivery happened, and 
Peter La Marre the Man-midwife who 
attended Lady Jane, Mr. Stewart made 
the moſt diligent Enquiry imaginable 
for them, as well by himſelf, as with 
the Adliſtance. af the Iaſpector of the 
Poli ice. Theſe Enquines were however 
_ unſucceſsful ; „ and: as the. Police of 
Paris is reckoned extremely exact, it 
was concluded that there never were 
Wy. bach, P. erſons. Mr. Selur made 

C 3 2 
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further Enquiries : concerning Colonel 
Stewart and Lady Jane, both at Gode- 
froi's and Michelle's; and the Reſult 
of his Enquiry ſeemed to ſhew that 
they were at theſe Houſes during Peri- 


ods inconſiſtent with Lady Jane's having 


been delivered at the Houſe of Madame 
La Brun upon the 20th of July, 1748. 
Having made theſe Diſcoveries at Paris, 
Mr. Stewurt viſited Rheims, Aix, 
and every Place where Lady Jane was 
ſaid to have ern W her Fed, d 
nancy. ek 4 880 EL eb 
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'By aha whe! Regiſters at za 
Coach-offices, he diſcovered the Names 
of thoſe who had accompanied her 


through the ſeveral Stages in her Jour- 


ney from Aix to Paris. By their Ac- 
counts he was convinced that Lady 
Jane had not even the Appearances of 
e 


- 
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Pregnancy in that Journey ; and that, 

.of Conſequence, theſe Appearances 

N were equivocal, being obſerved by ſome, 
aaand not remarked by others, Thee 
were conſiderable Diſcoveries; yet 
the chief Diſcovery was ſtill to come. 
But this I ſhall W to ths ae 
Chapter: | | 
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R. Stewart having mentioned to 
a Gentleman at Rbeims the De- 
ſign of his Journey to France, the 
ſtrong Suſpicions that Mr. Douglas 
was an Impoſtor, and the Evidence 
he had already procured, was given to 
underſtand, that the Cure of St. Lau- 
rent at Paris had related to him the 
Hiſtory of an Enlevement, which ſeemed 
to coincide exactly in Point of Time 
and other Circumſtances with that 
ſuſpected by Mr. Stewart. The latter 
having liſtened attentively to the Story, 
procured a Direction to the Cure, and 


f ſet out directly for Paris. The Ac- 


count given by the Curate was as fol- 
lows: That an elderly Gentleman, 
anſwering to the Deſcription of Sir 
7 7 „ Jobn 
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John Stewart, had applied to him in 
November 1749, fon a Liſt of the Poor 

of his Pariſh; telling him, that a foreign 
Lady. of Quality in his Pariſh,. who 
was very charitably diſpofed, was wik- . 
ling to be. at the-Expence of maintain 

ing and educating a Child of any poor 

Perſon, and had employed him to aſk: 
a Lift for that Purpoſe; but, as the- 
Gentleman would not acquaint: him 
with the Lady's Name, the Curate 
could not be prevailed upon to grant 
his Requeſt; that the Gentleman here- 
upon applied for a Liſt to the Les Socuns 
de la Charite, to the Siſters of-the Cha- 
rity” of that Pariſh, and obtained it—- 
That, as ſoon as he had procured a Lift 

of the poor Families, and a Woman to 

attend bim in his Search, he went to 
ſeveral Houſes, enquiring for Chil. 

dren——That when there were none 
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but female Children in a Houſe, he 
immediately left it, and went to ano- 


ther, till at laſt he came to the Houſe 
of a poor Man and Woman (Sanry) who 


had eight or nine Children — That his 
Attention was engaged by one of the 
youngeſt, a Boy of a fair Complexion; 
that he immediately made Choice of 
him; and that the Child's Parents con- 


ſented, being impoſed upon by the 
Story he had invented concerning the 


charitable Lady That accordingly 


the Boy was carried to the Gentleman's 


Lodgings, where were two Ladies 


That, ſolicitous about their Child, the 


Parents returned the next Day, and 


found him well clothed and tenderly 


treated That the Gentleman told 
them his Name was Davernes; that 
he was a Native of the Kingdom 


of Ireland; and that his uſual Reſidence 
1 5 | war 
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was at Sr. Germain en Laye, in the 
N eighbourhood of Paris That; 
upon returning ſoon after to the ſame 
Houſe, they were given to underſtand, 
that the Strangers ſet out that Morn- 
ing with the Child in a Coach; and 
that they ſaid they were going to &i. 
Germain en Laye—— That they went in 
| Queſt of them to &. Germain en Laye, 
and ſeveral other Places, but to no- 
Purpoſe; that the Father of;the Child 
applied thereupon to the Curate, and 
laid before him all that had paſſed; 
that the Curate applied to the Lieute- 
nant of the Police for his Aſſiſtance in 
diſcovering theſe Strangers; and that 
Enquiry was made in Coy 
but withcaat S T : 


| This Story" ſooweds/tp cviicide. fs 
Wong Circumſtance with the ſecond. 
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Journey which Sir Jobn Stewart made 
to Paris, upon Pretext of fetching his 
Son Sholta from Nurſe. Mr. Audrew 


Stewart having procured this Evidence, 


_ commenced a Proſecution before the 


Tournelle Crimmelle, or Criminal Court 


of the Parliament of Paris, againſt 


Sir John Stewart and Mrs. Hewit, for 
alledged Suppoſition of Children. 


, This Proceeding was repreſented as 
unprecedented, and highly injurious to 


Mr. Douglas, which cauſed: the Lords 


of Seſſion in Scatland to pronounce. an 


Interlocutor, dated Auguſt the 22d, 


1763, ſignifying their Diſapprobation 
of Mr. Andreu Stewart's Conduct in 


commencing ſo illegal a Proſecution in 


France, and deſiring that the Depoſi- 
tions of the Tourneils Witneſſes might 
ho 8 * their Evidence 


{ mould 
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ſhould. be admitted” in the Douglas 
Cauſe. Fr, 


The 7. TERED Proceſs was carried on 
with great Vigour, and a Monitoire had 
been poſted up in all the public Streets 
of Paris, and read in all the Churches, 
ſetting forth, That certain Perſons, 
whoſe Country, Ages and Figure were 
ſpecified, had, in the Year 1748, car- 
ried off from Paris a male Child, born 
that Lear; and requiring, that all thoſe 
who knew any thing of ſuch an Ee 
E vement, ſhould make their Revelations 
to their reſpective Curates, in e to 
e a e | | 
It was not long before il this Month 
ne a remarkable Diſcovery. One 
Mun, a Glaſs-grinder at Paris, gave 
1 in 4 Revelation to the Curate of his 


Pariſh 
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Pariſh, the Purport of which was, That 
in July, 1748, and about the Middle 
of that Month, a Lady and Gentle- 
man, who anſwered exactly to the De- 
ſcription given in the Monitoire of Sir 
John and Lady Fane, had carried away 
a Son of his, pretending, that the new- 
born Son of a Lady of their Acquaint- 
ance had juſt died unknown to his 
Mother; that they were under a Ne- 
ceſſity of concealing it from her for 
ſome Time, as ſhe was then very ill; 
and there was no other Way to effect 
this, but by procuring a Child to 
paſs upon the Mother as her own, 
That he conſented to let them have 
his, provided they would ſoon return 
the Child: This they promiſed, but 
he never ſaw them nor his Child ſince. 
Revelations. \ were alſo made by. ſeveral 
* who had been privy to the 
Car 
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carrying off of Miguon's Child. Theſe 
Diſcoveries were removed into the 
Tournelle, and ſeemed greatly to cor- 
roborate the Charge brought againſt 
Sir Jobn Stewart and Mrs. Hewitt. 


Some Time after the Tournelle Pro- 
ceſs was diſmiſſed by a Decree of - the 
Court of Seſſion in Scotland, and by a 
new Interlocutor of the ſame Court, a 
Proof was allowed, and Commiſſioners 
appointed to take it in ſeveral different 
Countries. The Proof once began, 
was proſecuted with Vigour: Repoſi- 
tories were ſearched; all Letters, Pa- 
pers and Writings, that were any way 
connected with the Cauſe, were pro- 
duced and examined. In a Word, no 
Expence or Trouble was ſpared on 
either Side. By Virtue of their Lord- 


ops Commiſſion, Evidence was pro- 
cured 
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eured in Pattugal, France, Germany, 
Scatland and England; there is, indeed, 
ſcarce a Country in Zurope but what 
has furniſned mne to this * 
tant Cauſe. 


In the mean Time, Mr. Douglas: 
having the Verdict of a Jury in his Fa- 

your, was put in full Poſſeſſion of the 
Eſtate of his deceaſed Uncle: An At- 

tempt was indeed made by the oppoſite 
Party to have the Eſtate ſequeſtrated till 
a Deciſion could be eblineds: ous It: 
proved abortive. | 


In Conseqwence of a Petition of the 
Purſuers, Sir Jobs Stewart was exa- 
mined three ſucceſſive Days before the 
Court of Seffion, in December 1562. 
He had juſt fecovered from a dangerous 
yan by which his Memory, naturally 
3 none 


Mis BEVERLY. 41 
2, none of the beſt, was greatly impaired: 
This he intimated to their Lordſhips, 
and requeſted that they would not take 
Advantage of every little Inconfiſtency 
into which his defective Memory, old 
Age, Weakneſs of Mind, or Diſtance 
of Time, might betray him : His De- 
claration was uniform, and conſiſtent 
in the leading Point: In Circumſtances 
of leſs Conſequence, ſuch as the Num- 
ber of Mrs, Douglas's Nurſes, &c. it 
not only contradicted itſelf, but the 
Depoſition of Mrs. Hewit, Sir Jobn 
Stewart died ſhortly _ his nn 
drew up a — properly — | 
ed, in which he ſolemnly called God 
to witneſs,” that Mr. Dauglas was the 
Offspring of him and Lady Jane. There 
cannot be a ſtronger Proof 1 in Favaur 
of Mr. Douglas than this: Is it 20 


Teà- 
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reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Sir John £ 
Stewart ſhould have the Intereſt of a 


pretended Son ſo much at Heart, as to 
riſk his eternal Salvation by uttering a 


Falſehood in his laſt Moments, in order 


toſecure him the Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate? 
It- appears equally improbable, that 
Malice and Hatred to the Hamilton Fa- 
mily ſhould have ſo powerful an At- 


cendant over him, as to make him 


utter an Untruth when upon be Verge 
of n | 


There was a very ſtrong Proof in 


Favour of Mr. Douglas, of which men- 
tion has not yet been made: His 
Agents in the Courſe of their Enquiries 


at Paris diſcovered a Houſe in an ob- 


ſcure Corner of the Fauxbourg, where 
one Madame La Brun (agreeing with 
the * given by Sir John and 


Lady 
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Lady Fane) had lodged. They more- 
over indiſputably proved by the Depo- 
ſition of Menager, Surgeon to the Prince 
De Turenne, and other unexceptionable 
Witneſſes, that in 1748 there lived at 
Paris a Man-midwife, of the Name of 
La Marre, who, in the Month of Fuly, 
delivered a foreign Lady of Quality, at 
the Houſe of Madame La Brun, of two 
Male Children, the eldeſt of whom 
returned to Rbeims with his Mother; 
whilſt the youngeſt was put by him to 
nurſe. - The Nurſe of Sbolto, at the 
. es was n n. 20 


7 © 


1. is now lieh Time t to return to 
chi Proceedings which were depending 
before the Lords of the Seffion. — 
The Memorials of both Parties, which 
were ordered to be given in on the 
_= of September, * were, by un- 

avoid- 
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_ avoidable. Delays, kept back till the 
twenty-fourth of January following. 
If we conſider their Length, we ſhall 
not in the leaſt be ſurpriſed at the Time 
taken in preparing and drawing them 
up; that for the Purſuers amounting 
to between eight and nine hundred 
Pages, and that for the Defender to 
between ſix and ſeven hundred, large 
Quarto, ir! 


The Lords Acad. wing the 
Cauſe till che Month of June following, 
on Account of its great Importance, 
and the great Length of the Memo- 
rials and in the mean Time directed 
the Parties to make ſuch Obſervations 
on each other's Memorials as they ſhould 
think proper: In June, 1767, additional 
Memorials were given in by both Par- 
ties ass, Label W. alter, afterwards Ars. 

bi | Glass, 
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Glaſs, who attended Lady Fane to 
France, was examined in Court; and 
the Cauſe was once more delayed to be 
adviſed till the 7th of July,” when the 
Lord Preſident a the Debate with 
a very elegant Speech, wherein he de- 
clared himſelf openly in Favour of the 
Family of Hamilton. The Debate laſted 
till Tueſday the 14th, when the Family 
of Hamilton carried their Cauſe by the 
Preſident's. caſting . Vote. From this 
Decree. of the Court of Seſſion, Mr 
Douglas has entered an Appeal to the 
Houſe of. Lords; and the deciſive Sen- 
tence of that Supreme Tribunal is ex- 
pected with Impatience. However, as 
a Verdict founded on the Evidence 
produced at the firſt Trial had been 
pronounced in Favour of Mr. Douglas, - 
the Facts depoſed to by the Witneſſes | 
muſt remain in full Force till the Evi- 
F den ce 
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dence is falſified, and the Verdict an- 
nulled by a final Deciſion, eſtabliſhing 
the Truth of the Purſuers Allegations, 

0 the * of the ane. he 
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CHAP. II. 


T ſablepucht Interviews 1 i 

ed many more Particulars from 

Mr. Douglas, whichthrew new Light up- 
on this complicated and intricate Cauſe. 
It is cuſtomary in France for pregnant 
Women to recommend themſelves to 
the Prayers of the Convent; Lady 
Jane, who made ſeveral Vifits to that 
of St. Genevieve at Paris, deferred re- 
commending herſelf to the Prayers of 
ome — till che laſt. My Aunt and 


7 5 I hap- 
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I happening to viſit this Convent ſome 
Time after, made Enquiry concerning 
Lady Jane Douglas of ſome of the 
Nuns; they all remembered her-very 
well : They told us they were ſtruck 
with her Appearance, and could not 
help entertaining Scruples of the Suſpi- 
cion which ſuggeſted itſelf, as they at 
that Time knew nothing of her Mar- 
riage with Sir Jobn Stewart. They 


added, that ſhe afterwards recommended 


herſelf to their e with an . uy 
the lincereſt e "1492000 


Here: is a 2 ſtrong Proof of the beg 
nancy of Lady Jane, which thoſe of the 
adverſe Party have vainly attempted to 
invalidate; but I myſelf happened ſoon 
after to meet with a ſtronger Proof in Fa- 
vour of Mr. Douglass Birth, than any 
W has been hitherto produced. In 
| | a Viſit 


 HISTORT . 
a Viſit I happened to make in Com- 
pany with my Aunt to an elderly Lady 
who lived in the Fauxbourg St. Antoin, 
the Converſation happened to turn up- 
on the Douglas Cauſe, which Mr. Dau- 
glas, being then at Paris, rendered a 
very general Topick of Converſation in 
that City. Madame Du Breil, for that 
was the Name of the Lady, declared 
ſhe never knew a Caſe more worthy of 
Compaſſion than that of Mr. Douglas; 
that it was a thouſand. Pities he ſhould 
be kept out of an Eſtate, to which he had 
an indubitable Right; for that nothing 
could be more certain than that he was 


the real Offspring of Sir Jobn Stewart 


and Lady Jaue Douglas. Upon my 
taking the Liberty to aſk. Madame 


Du Breil how ſhe could be ſo poſitive 


with regard to the Reality of Mr. 


* Birth, ſhe told me, that ſhe 
had 


* 
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had known Monſieur Za Marre, the 
Man- midwife, during his Life- time; 


that he had attended her twice in Child- 


bed; and that ſhe had often heard him 
relate the whole Story of Lady Jane 3 | 


Delivery, which happened at Madame 
La Brun's, in the Faurbaurg St. Ger- 


main. Madame Dabreil added, that 
Monſieur La Marre ſpoke” frequently 


both of Sir Jobn Stewart and Lady 
Jane; and that he repreſented them as 


Perſons, who in their Converſation, 


and all their moſt trifling Actions, diſ- 
covered the higheſt Senſe of Honour, 
and the greateſt Abhorrence of all 
Deceit and Impoſture. 


How different is this from the artful | 
Character given of Lady Jane by the 
oppoſite Party? According to them, 
Deceit was her chief Characteriſtick. 
„ - *' ID - They 


- 
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They make great Uſe of the Hoop 
ſaid to be worn by her during her 
Pregnancy, which ſhe had Recourſe - 
to, according to them, in order .to 
favour the Impoſture. No Dreſs, no 
Conduct of Lady Jane, could have 
eſcaped the Miſrepreſentations of the 
Purſuers. The very Idea of her being 
guilty of the Crime of counterfeiting 
a Birth, creates a Perſuaſion that every 
Step ſhe took during its Perpetration, 
and even before it, muſt have a direct 
Tendency to promote that Crime. 


J not long after met with ſome other 
Perſons well acquainted with the whole 
Affair of Mr. Douglass Birth, whoſe 
Accounts of it were equally in his Fa- 
vour, and proved that there could be 
no Impoſture in the Caſe; but theſe 
4 ſhall reſerve to the next Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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HAN C E brought me acquaint- 
C ed.with Lieutenant Mackenzie, 
who was then at Paris, and who al- 
ſured me that Lady Jane had all the 
Symptoms of Pregnancy when ſhe was 
at Rheims; nay, he went ſo far as even 
to declare, that ſne was then ſo bulky, 
that Major Maclean and he were obliged 
to lift her into the Stage- Coach. Mr. 
Mackenzie always bore the Character 
of a Man of Honour and Veracity; 
and his Teſtimony ſhould, doubtleſs, 


Paſſengers, in the Stage - Coach, whoſe - 
Evidence amounts to no more, than 
that they gave ſo little Attention to a 
Woman they never ſaw before nor 
ſince, that it was impoſſible for them 

| "x at 


have more Weight than that of the 
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at ſuch a Diſtance of Time to recolle& 
whether ſhe was apparently with Child 

or not. 


The Abbẽ Hibert, to whom I was 
introduced by Mt. Mackenzie, aſſured 
me-likewiſe, that Lady Jane was with 
Child when ſhe: lodged at his Siſter's ; 
1t*13- therefore hardly credible that the 

latter ſhould be ſo ignorant of it, as 
* to be. 


The Witneſſes already cited appear 
to be more than ſufficient to put the 
Pregnancy of Lady Jane out of all 
manner of Doubt; but another of- 
fered ſoon after, whoſe Teſtimony 
would have been ſufficient” to deter- 
mine any Court to decide in Favour of 


Mr. Douglas. 


My 
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My Aunt happening to want a 
Houſemaid, hired an elderly Woman, 


whoſe Name was Marie Pillon; ſhe 


was a Native of one of the French 
Colonies in America, from whenee ſhe 
was juſt then returned, after a two 
Year's Reſidence, to Paris, where ſhe 
had paſſed the greateſt Part of her 
Life. She had not been long in the 
Family, when Mr. Dauglas happened 
to pay my Aunt a Vilit. No ſooner 


was he gone, but ſhe told us that ſhe 
remembered him a Child; and that 


Jhe:knew bis Father and Mother, Sir 


Jobn Stewart and Lady Fane Douglas: 


That ſhe had been Mr. Archibald 
Douglas's firſt Nurſe ; that ſhe was 
choſen for that Purpoſe, as the lived 


in La Brun's Family at the Time of 


the Delivery; concerning every Cir- 
cumſtance of which ſhe: gave us a cir- 
D 3 cum 
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cumſtantial Account. She informed 
us, ſhe did not continue long in Sir 
Jobn's Family, as her Health declined, 
and ſhe was obliged to go to live with 
a Relation who was ſettled in a remote 
Part of the Kingdom. My. Aunt 
having heard this Account from Marie 
Pillon, gave Information of it to Mr. 
Douglas, who was rejoiced at meeting 


with a Perſon who might be a very 


important Witneſs when his Cauſe 
ſhould be tried before the Houſe of 
Lords; and her. Teſtimony would have 
undoubtedly been of great Service to 
him if ſhe had lived ; but ſhe died of 
a Fever about a Fortnight after. 


Thus have 1 laid baſtrenhe Reader 
all the Information which I could pro- 
cure concerning this important Affair; 
and I doubt 25 but that whoever duly 


weighs 
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weighs the Teſtimony of the former 
Witneſſes, confirmed and corroborated 
by that of Madame Dubreil and Marie 
Pillon, will entertain as little Doubt 
of the Reality of his Birth as I do; 
and will wiſh him Succeſs with equal 
 Ardour, as he is a Gentleman endowed 
with the moſt amiable perſonal Qualifi- 
cations, and in every Reſpect worthy 
of ſucceeding to the Honours and 
Eſtate of the ancient and noble F amily 
of Douglas. 
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CHAP. v. 


E Adventures of others have 
ſo long engroſſed my Attention, 
that I have for ſome Time loft Sight 
of my own; I ſhall therefore now 
return to what relates to myſelf, and 
lay before the Reader all that befel 
me, after continued Diſſipation and a 
Variety of new Occurrences as well 


as Acquaintances had moderated my 
exceſlive Grief for La Fleur, 


Monſieur De Voltaire's Converſati- 
on entertained me highly; and his 
being my Admirer, flattered my Va- 
nity; but I could not be fatisfied 
with a Suitor of his Years, and was 
deſirous of again engaging the Atten- 

tion 
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tion of thoſe whoſe Age ſeemed bet- 
ter ſuited to the amorous Paſſion. 


It was not long before T was once 
more ſurrounded with a Crowd of Ad- 
mirers, who all acted the paſſionate 
Lover with equal Earneſtneſs, but 
were all equally unſucceſsful in per- 
ſuading me of the Sincerity of their 
Paſſion. I had no Liking for any of 
them myſelf, and was therefore con- 
vinced that none of them could feel 
any real Affection for me. I however 
reſolved to divert myſelf with them, 
and in their Abſence Toinon and I di- 
verted ourſelves with their Characters. 


One of the moſt remarkable of 
thoſe who at this Time paid their 
Addreſſes to me, was the Chevalier 
D'Arc, a Grandſon of Lewis XIV. 

\ Ws. This 
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This Gentleman is the natural Son of 
the Count De Thoulouſe, who was the 
natural Son of that Monarch by Ma- 
dame De Monteſpan. Having run out 
all his Fortune, except four thouſand 
Livres a Year, he had Recourſe to the 
-Expedient of turning Author, in order 
to increaſe it, but with as little Succeſs 
as many others who have endeavoured 
to acquire Fortunes or Reputation by 
the ſame Means. He was concerned 
in a literary Journal, called Le Journal 
Etranger; the Deſign of which was, to 
give a general Idea of the State of 
Literature in foreign Countries, by an 
Abſtract from all the foreign Books 
deſerving Notice publiſhed within the 
Courſe of each Month. For this 
Purpoſe the Chevalier kept in pay a 
certain Number of Authors inferior 
to him in Rank, Who wrote for 
| | his 
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His Journal Etranger, and 9 Ex- 
tracts from Books in all the Lan- 
guages of Europe, at the moderate 
Price of a Louis d'Or for each printed 
Sheet. This foreign Journal twice 
fell, and was twice re- eſtabliſned; but 
at laſt fell never to riſe again, which 
was partly owing to there being about 
the ſame Time another Journal Erranger 
ſer on foot by the Abbẽ Freron, Au- 
thor of a periodical Criticiſm), pub- 
liſhed every Month at Paris, and 
known there by the Title of La Fru. 
ille de Freron, Though the Cheva- 
lier was unſucceſsful- in this Under- 
taking, he has from Time to Time 
Publiſhed Works that have been well 
received in the World, and by which 
he has been conſiderably” a" Gainer. 
It is indeed but doing him Juſtice 
to TY that he is a Man 

D 6 of 
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of ſome Genius. His Figure like- 
wiſe is by no Means contemptible; 
he is in Stature about the middle Size, 
his Hair and Eyes are black, and his 
Complexion ſwarthy; but there is 
ſomething grand and noble in his 
Face and Air, which ſufficiently ſnew 
to any Perſon of Diſcernment, that 
he muſt be af noble Birth. The ſame 
Grandeur and Myeſty is conſpicuous 
in his Deportment as well as his 
Shape; and indeed, if Dignity could 
inſpire Love, there could not be a 
more amiable Perſon than the Che- 
yalier. Dignity, however, is not ca- 
Pable of exciting that Paſſion; ſo 
that though I eſteemed the Chevalier 
More than his Riyals, it was impoſ- 
Able for me to make the Return he 1 
gefired ig his Paſſion. My other || 


* were all inferior to him in ö 
15 perional | 
* 
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perſonal Accompliſnments, though 
ſome of them had the Advantage of 
him in Point of Fortune. One of 
them, a Gentleman of Gaſcony, was 
very much in Favour with my Aunt, 
being poſſeſſed of an Eſtate of forty 


thouſand Livres a Tear; but I could 


not endure him, as he was one of 
the moſt vain and ridiculous of Mor- 
tals. I now almoſt deſpaired of meet- 


ing with a Man worthy of my Love: 


Since my coming to France, I had only 
met with one who could inſpire me 
with tender Sentiments, and he fell 
a Viclun to the Fury of an incenſed 
Rival. | 


 Whilf Love proved thus unfavour- 
able to me, an Accident happened, 
by which I was deprived of a Com- 


a whoſe Converſation I eſteemed 
one 
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one of the greateſt Pleaſures of my 

Life. As Toinon and I were one Day 
taking the Air in my Aunt's Chariot, 
it was overturned about two Leagues 


from Paris. It happened luckily for 
us that two Gentlemen were juſt then 
riding by, who immediately alighted and 


coming to our Relief, exerted them- 
ſelves in ſuch a Manner in aſſiſting 
us, that we eſcaped without receiving 
any Hurt. As ſoon as our Terror 
was ſomewhat abated, and we were 
beginning to recover ourſelves, I was 


ſurprized to ſee Toinon ſuddenly faint 


away in the Arms of one of the Gen- 


tlemen who had come ſo luckily to 
our Aid. When ſhe was come to 


herſelf, ſhe cried out in an Exſtaſy of 
Tranſport, My dear De la Roſe, 


js it you! 2” = this the other an- 
ſwered, „ *®Tis I, your faithleſs De 


W a4. h 66 4 
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la Roſe, who left you through In- 
conſtancy for an abandoned Wo- 
man, who ſoon forſook me for an- f 
-+ other.” It was not long before my 
former Paſſion again took Poſſeſ- 

ce ſion of my Heart, and I fought 

% you every where without Succeſs; 

e but Fate has joined us again, and 
nothing now but Death ſhall part 


7 F 
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Theſe Words were. uttered with 
fo much Tenderneſs, and accompa- 
nied with ſuch warm Embraces, that 
1 could not help being highly affected 
with them. The other Gentleman 
propoſed that we ſhould all adjourn 
to the next Inn, which was not far 
diſtant; the Motion was approved 
of, we repaired to the Ruberge, where 
we ordered a Dinner to be got ready 


5 Lo #4 | | : with- 
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without Delay. Whilſt it was pre- 
paring, De la Roſe renewed his Pro- 
teſtations of the moſt ardent Love 
to Toiuon, who returned his Demon- 
ſtrations of Paſſion with all the Sym- 
pathy of Affection. Dinner being 
over, Toinoy expreſſed à Deſire to 
know what had befallen Monſieur 
De la Roſe ſince their Separation at 
Valenciennes; whereupon he told her, 
« That the Actreſs, with whom he 
5 had eloped, forſook him about two 
Months after for a German Baron; 
<4 and that this Inſtance of Incon- 
ſtancy, which had no other Cauſe 


« but the ſuperior Opulence of his 


Rival, had filled him with ſuch a 
Contempt for his - new Miſtreſs, 
8 totally extinguiſned the Love 
with which ſhe had at firſt inſpired 
"> hi. * added, © “That his Paſ- 
60 ſion 
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* ſion. for Tainan immediately xeſumed 
s its firſt Aſcendant over his Heart; 
„and that having received Permiſ- 
<« ſion from his ſuperior Officers to 
ahſent himſelf from the Regiment, 
he returned to Valenciannes, aid 
e made the ſtricteſt Enquiry he could 
«© after her to no Purpoſe. That 
« thereupon he went back to the 
« Regiment, which ſoon after re- 
% ceived Orders to march to Mar- 
ue. ſeilles | in Prauence, as it is the Policy 
af the Hreuch. Government to make 
< the Regiments in their Service ſhift 
(Waters firguentiy; and at the 
40 ſame Time Care is taken that the 
« new Quarters aſſigned them ſhould 
be at a conſiderable Miſtance from 
A thoſe they quit. The Reaſon for 
this Procedure is, to prevent the 
. from Aarming Connexions 


„in 
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jn the Towns where they are placed 
in Garriſon, and contracting the 
% Spirit of Citizens, which would 
not fail to give Umbrage to a 
« deſpotic Prince. I had not been 
long at Marſeilles, continued Mon- 
* fieur De la Roſe, where' a deep 
7M Melancholy conſtantly preyed up- 
on my Heart, when my Father, 
- «. the Major, dying, I became poſ- "i 
- « ſeſſed of an Eſtate of twenty thou- | 
„ ſand / Livres a Tear. I immedi- 
e ately quitted the Service, which 
4% Was grown highly. diſagreeable to 
e rhe, as I could no longer bear a 
Part in the Mirth and Gaiety of 
is my Brother-Officers, and retiring 
to my Eſtate, which is im the Ly- 
- 76 bmnois, I there lived à retired Life, =, 
£66 and' thought all the Remainder of 


1775 my aa adde to a ſad Ne- 
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7 +, penitance for the Loſs of a Miſtreſs, 
- ® whom: my fooliſh· Inconſtaney mriade 
me forſake, and whom I then loved 
more than ever. Having for ſeveral 
„ Tears led this melancholy Life, 
_ - 6, mourning in Abſence the eternal 
Night of Love, I was at laſt called 
of to Haris by a Lau- Suit, which though 
0 it may be attended with the Eoſs 
«of a conſiderable Part of my Eſtate, 
1 ſhall always look upon as a happy 
16 Event, ſince it lias reſtored to me 
15 a Perſon whom I ſo: much love, and 
te have ſo long regretted Wee m—_— | 
582 Time when ſhe: ROO | | 
of my Aſſiſtance. / 
I i 25805 
id Here: Monſ. De Ia Roſe) ended his 

0 Mare and in about an Hour after 
Tainos and I ſet out for Paris in our 
Chariot, * _ 4a "_ and his- 
. A 
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Friend 1 cidiog on .cach Side of it. 
had given Monſ. De i Roſe and the 
other a general Invitation to my 
Aunt's, where we were frequently 
viſited by them both; but the Affair 
rhieh bad cauſed the former to quit 
his Provinee and come to Paris, 
being at laſt ſertled:to his Satisfaction, 
he ſer out for his Seat in the Lyon- 
neis with Toinon, who ſhed Tears when 
ſhe took ther Leave of me: My 
rief was equal at being deprived 
H a Companion who was rendered 
and Good- humour had afforded me 
conſtant Relief, when wearied by the 
Purſuit of - Pleaſute, or croſſed by 
Diſappaintments: My Regret was 
.however-cenſiderably-alleviated, upon 
crack hat the had . 


the 
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the Lover ſhe had loſt; that ſhe had re- 
claimed the inconſtant Rover; and that 
ſhe was upon the Point of being united 
to the Man ſhe! ſo: ſincetely loved s 
| foe hots De la, Roſer had promi 
o marry; her upon their Arrival at- 
kin Seat in: the Lyonnais :- And in 
about a · Month after their Depar- 
ture; Toinon informed me, by Letter, 
that the Nuptials had been ſolem - 
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0 N 8. Rechard; the Name of: 
che Gemleman who was in 
Monſ: De ls Roſe's Company When 
the Accident taken Notice of in the 
laſt Chapter befel us, continued to 
reſide at Paris, and paid me fre- 
quent Viſits at my Aunt's. I could 
eaſily perceive that his Viſits were 
entirely upon my Account; for the 
Tenderneſs of his Behaviour, and 
his amorous Glances, convinced me 
that I had made an W up- 
on his Heart, 


lk my Cons had kindled the 
Flame of Love in the Breaſt of Ro- 
chard, he was by no means indifferent 


to me. He was, indeed, a very ami- | 


able 
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able young Man, and a Woman 
muſt be inſenſible who could ſee 
him vithout feeling Emotions of 
Pleaſure. Head: fine light Hair, 
and his Commplexion Was extremely 
fair; there Was a Mildneſs in his 
Countenauce, and a Sweetneſs in his 
Eyes, which ſhewed him born to in- 
ſpire the Paſſion of Love. His Aſ- 
ſiduity in viſiting: me could not be 
ſurpaſſed, and the Tenderneſs of 
his Behaviour ſcarce left me any 
Room to doubt of the Ardour of 
his Affection. The only Circum- | 
ſtance + which ſurpriſed me was, that 
he never entered into any formal 0 
Declaration of his Paſſion. Lthaught.,  - 3 
this might be owing to,Timidity / or 1 
Diffidence, though thoſe are Quali- 
ties of which I had hitherto ſcarce 
obſerved any W amongſt the 
nt 1 | French, 
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and I wiſked:to! be mad 
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Frenth, and I lived- in daily Expe&& 
ation that he would at laſt declare? 


himſelf: I knew that if he did, ow; 
Aunt could form no Objection; for 


he was poſſeſſed of a large Eſtate 
in Burgum and Wealth was the 
only Article ſhe took into Conſider:- 


* 2 
ation. 


The ſoft and infinuating” Beha- 
viour of Rechard had made me al- 
moſt: conclude that I had met with 


what T had been fo long in Queſt 


of, a Man worthy of my Love; 
made happy, by 
being entirely put out of Doubt 
with regard to the Reality of hid 


Sentiments; when all of a ſudden 


he diſcontinued? his Viſits at my 
Ants, and I was a whole Month 
3 iN him. At the Expi- 


_ ration- 


” 
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ration of that Term, I, to my great 
Surprize, received Information that 
he was married-to the Daughter of 
a Farmer-General, as noted for her 
Beauty, as her great F ortune. ih 


Za n 


This Inſtauee He” ” Tncon: * 


ſtancy made me deſpair of meeting 
with a Man deſerving of my Aﬀec- 
tions amongſt that light People; yet 
I was, perhaps, myſelf in the wrong in 
judging from Rochard's, Behaviour, 
that he loved me, as he had never 
made any expreſs Declaration of his 
Paſſion, and I could only infer it 
from outward Appearances, which 
are often equivocal, | | 


Vo I, © WO CHAP- 


- 
— — Cee eee EEE 


7% HISTORY «f/ 


# » + „ 1 0 ' Es F 1 
® - . 1 
4 4 & ff i 8 * — 22 3 4 * % 1 * : 
4 


c HAP. vfI. 
ITHERTO 1 had been unbfiw⸗ 
nate in my Amours; but a 
more cruel Reverſe of Fortune was 


approaching. My Aunt, Who, as 
the Reader has been already informed, 
had a ſtrong Tincture of Superſti- 
tion in her Character, had taken in- 
to her Houſe, as a ſpiritual Guide 
and Director, Pere & Ia 7 vurilliere, 
done of the F athers af the Oratory. 
1 In Roman Catholic Countries, Confeſ- 
ſors and Difectors often acquire a 
i deſpotic Power in the Families where 
they get Footing, and even diſpoſe of 
che Fortunes of thoſe who are weak 
T9 Jr 
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enou oh to diveſt themſelves of their 


Liberty and Underſtanding, and ſuf- 


fer themſelves to be directed by 
them in their temporal as well as 


+ £.. SI ++ & 


ſpiricual Concerns. 


Pere de la Tuurilliau, a als ſanc- 
tified Exterior, who poſſeſſed all rhe 
Arts of Inſinuation in the higheſt 


Perfection, was as great a Hypocrite | 


as Ti artuffe, and had gained ſuch | an 
Aſcendant over the Mind of my 


Aunt, © that he, at laſt, could per- 


ſuade her to whatever he pleaſed : 


She ſaw only with his Eyes ; ; heard 
only with his Ears; and entertained 


no Sentiments but ſuch as he thought 


proper to inſpire her with. This 


E 2 | did 
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did not at firſt create me much Un- 
eaſineſs, as I was too thoughtleſs, to 
foreſee the ill Conſequence which it 
| afterwards gave Riſe to: And as to Fa- 
ther Dela T eurilliere, who was a very 
artful Man, and could adapt him- 
ſelf to the Temper of all with whom 
he converſed; "be. for a Time, by 
his plauſible Diſcourſe, acquired my 
good Opinion ſo far, that I never 


once ſuſpected he concealed the de- | 
figning Villain, under the Maſk of 
Piety, till J felt the Effects of his 
dark Machinations, by which 1 was : 
plunged i in Ruin, almoſt before C was 
aware of my. Danger. | 


{As this DireQor was - wighty' in- 


firumental in cauſing that Reverſe of 
Fortune 


# 
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Fortune which afterwards befel me, 
1 think it neceſſary to give a 
Sketch of his Character, which can- 
not fail to throw ſome Light upon 
the enſuing Part of my Hiſtory, 
taat from Scenes of uninterrupted 
Happineſs and Proſperity, will, for 
the future, turn to a mixed Nar- 
rative of Sufferings and . Pleaſures, 
Succeſs and Diſappointments, of ſud- 
den T rankixions from ts to 
of | Ka jg to the en = 
Buſineſs of Life. 1 almoſt ſhudder 
at entering upon the Account of 
thoſe Misfortunes which ſo long per- 
ſecuted me, although it was bright 


ened with Intervals of Happineſs, 
R$ - and 
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and productive of ſame Connexions, 
of which I ſhall ever retain a ten- 


der Remembrance, notwithſtanding 
the importunate Ideas that they re- 
cal when 1 recolle& them: I have, 
however, learned by Experience, that 
even the greateſt Calamities and Miſ- 


fortunes are attended with ſome ſecret 


Conſolation, or productive of ſome 
real Advantage which ſufficiently 


| ſhew that they are ſent by a bene- 


volent Being, who does not take 
Pleaſure in afflicting Evil upon his 
Creatures without a Cauſe, and who 


ſhews them frequent Gleams of 


Mercy in the Midſt of his Rigours 
and Severities. 


= 
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To return to my Adventures: 


1 had conceived ſo ſtrong a Pre- 


judice againſt French Inconſtancy. 
that I had almoſt formed a Reſolution 
never to liſten again to the Ad- 
dreſſes of a Lover of that Nation; 
but Cupid, who makes Sport of the 
Deſigns formed by Lovers, ſoon 
found Means to make me change 
my | Purpoſe: An elderly Gentleman, 
whoſe Name was Mareſball, and who 
was very rich, being one of the 
thriving Body of Farmers-General, 
became acquainted with my Aunt 
about this Time, and paid her fre- 
quent Vifits: A Conformity in re- 
ligious Principles was the Cement of 
their Friendſhip. They were both 
23 E 4 1 
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of the Janſeniſt Party, a Sect which, 
like that of the Methodiſts amongſt 
us, has a Jargon : peculiar to itſelf. 
Notwithſtanding Monſieur Maręſball's 
Rank and Opulence, I could not 
help deſpiſing him; for his Conver- 
ſation conſiſted almoſt entirely in the 
viſionary Suggeſtions of Superſtition 
and Enthuſiaſm ; and his Manners 
were low and yulgar. : He had been 
_ ofiginally a Footman, and from be- 
ing Clerk in a Farmer-General's Of- 
| fice, had roſe by a flow Gradation 
to that great and envied Station. 
There is nothing which more ſur- 
prizes a Stranger, who makes the 
Manners and Cuſtoms of the French 
the Subject of his Obſervation, than 
23 > 2 = the 
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the great Meanneſs which diſco overs it- 
ſelf in the Behaviour of many of 


the Farmers-General, though | they 


are next to the Princes of the Blood, 
and the Grandees of the Kingdom, 

in Opulence ; but the Surprize ceaſes 
when he is informed, that many of 
them have riſen to that Height from 
the loweſt and meaneſt Offices. 
Monſ. Margſhall was amongſt. thoſe 


who do very little Honour to the 
high Rank of à Financier; and no- 


thing inſpired me with a more con- 
temptible Idea of him, than his ri- 


diculous Superſtition : Js He believed 


as firmly in the Miracles ſaid to be 


worked at the Tomb of the Abbẽ 


Paris, as thoſe recorded an the Goſ- 
2 5 | | pel 5 
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pel; and when Corpus Chriſti Day 
came, he ſeldom failed to tell 2 
Story of ſame pious Fanſeniſt. who, 
by Faith, had been cured of a Diſ- 
_ eaſe, by getting himſelf carried into 
the Street, at the Time the Saera - 
ment was carried by. When this 
old Religioniſt viſited my Aunt, the 
Converſation between, them and the 
Director, Father De /aToxrilhiere, turn- 
ed entirely upon Jaſeniſm, a Subject 
which afforded me but little Amuſe- 
ment, as che ſimultaneous Concur- 
rence, pure Love, and the other 
Terms of the Jargon of the Sect, 
were utterly unintelligible to me. 


le was not, | however, long before 
J received an abundant Compenſation 
+ | . 
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for the Eunui which theſe tedious 
1 Converſations coſt me: Monſ. Mare- 
J Hall introduced his Son at my Aunt's, 
N a young Gentleman as polite and 

accompliſhed as his Father was vuk 
gar, ignorant, and diſagreeable. Young 


Mr. Marefbal} was fo amiable and fo 

genteel, that I find myſelf unable to 

give the Reader an adequate Idea of 

4 his Beauty by : Deſcription. The 
4 _ greateſt Painter would find himſelf 


| at a Loſs to repreſent his Eyes up- 
| | on Canvas ; I ſhall not therefore vainly | 
* attempt with my Pen, what the Peneil 
'Y itſelf is unequal to: Let it fuſfice to 


44 
oF 
1 


all was ſuch, that no Woman could 
ſee him with Indifference, without being 
FR E 6 - inſenſi- 


fay, that the Figure of Monſ. Mare 5 
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inſenſible. As Inſenſibility was never 
a Part of my Character, I could not 
behold this amiable Vouth without 
finding the Reſolution which I had 
formed, of never entering into a 
Love Engagement with any of his 
Countrymen, immediately vaniſh into 
Air. On young Mareſball's ſecond 
Viſit, I again felt the pleaſing Influ- 
of Love, and mt al ed * Soul 
to its Power. 533 


It was wick the higheſt Pleaſure I 
perceived from the tender Looks of 
Marefhall, that he made the Return 
I defired to my Love. Every Glance 
convinced me that his Paſſion was 
equal to mine; and this Perſuaſion 
ins | was 
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was quickly followed by an earneſt 
Deſire to have an Interview with 
the Object of my Love. It was a 
high Addition like wiſe to the Felicity 
received from finding that Mare- 
Sall's Paſſion correſponded with mine; 
to find that he deſired an Interview 
as eagerly as myſelf; for I ſoon re- 
ceived - a Letter from him, in which 
| he declared the tender Sentiments 

of his Heart, with all the warmeſt 
Expreſſions of the moſt ſincere Paſ- 
ſion, and diſcovered the moſt ardent 
Defire of ſeeing me, when he might 
feel no Reſtraint. from the Preſence 
of his, F ather, but be at Liberty to 
pour out the Effuſions of his Soul, 
and freely utter all that Love inſpired 
bim wit. 0p 
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Since my Separation from Toinon, 
whoſe Loſs I always regretted, I had 
hired a Servant-maid, named Bean- 
ard; I was indiſcreet enough to 
ew her the Letter I had received 
from young Adfereſball, and to make 
her the Confidante of my Paſſion for 
him. This I ſeverely repented after- 
wards, as the Reader will ſee in its 
proper Place. F wrote an Anſwer 
to the Letter 1 had received from 
my new Lover, in which, without 


exceeding the Reſerve which Modeſty 


preſcribes to our Sex, I gave him 
all the Encouragement he could rea- 


fonably expect; but how to procure 
an Interview, I did not know; and 


he himſelf could ſuggeſt no 1 
dient for that Purpoſe. 


I ac- 


( 


) 
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I acquainted Beaumenard with my 


Perplexity, and ſhe. propoſed the 


Houſe of a Relation of her's, wha 


was a Marchande de Mode, or Mil- 


liner, in Montmorency - Street, As Aa 
Place where I might meet Mr. Adare- 


| fall without the leaſt Danger of our 


Interview being ever diſcovered by 
my Aunt. This was the firſt Time 
I laboured under the Neceſſity of car- 
rying on an Intrigue in a private and 
concealed Manner. I was therefore 


ſomewhat ſhocked at the Propoſal ; 


but Love overcame my Diſcretion, and 
I conſented that Beaumenard ſhould ac - 
quaint my Lover I was to be at the 


Houſe of Madame Zs Blaue on a Day 


agreed on between us, when he might 
be certain to find Admittance. 
; If 
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If I had not received his Viſits in 
this ſecret Way, 1 ſhould never have 
enjoyed his Company, except in the 
Preſence of his Father and my Aunt, 
which would have put a great Con- 
ſtraint upon our Loves; for he could 
not openly pay me his Addreſſes, as 
his Father had reſolved to marry him 
to Mademoiſelle De la Valle, the 
Daughter of another Farmer of the 
Revenues, who vied in Opulenee with 
himſelf. I bg 


ii I don't doubt but I ſhall incur the 
Cenſure of many of my Sex, and be 
| looked upon as guilty of an unpar- 
donable Indiſcretion, for giving any 
Encouragement to the Addreſſes of a 

| Man 


Mis BEVERLY. 89 
Man circumſtanced as young Mareſball 
was; and ſtill more, for conſenting 
to meet him in a ſecret Manner at 
the Houſe of a Milliner. They will 
moſt probably think that I have no 
Body but myſelf to blame for all the 
ill Conſequences which followed, and 
all the Obloquy to which I was after- 
wards expoſed to; as ſuch Meetings | 
had all the Appearance of Aſſigna- 
tions; 5 and our Interecutſe, however 
innocent, ; might be eaſily made to 
paſs for a criminal Amour. 1 will 
not pretend to Juſtify my Conduct | 
OK vainly attempt to reconcile it to 
the Laws 'of Prudence. "However 
innocent f my Intentions 1 were, 8 2 own 

I was Salt of à falſe Step; ; for there 
can- 


| 
: 
| 
"| 
an 
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: 
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cannot be a truer Obſervation than 
that of Shakeſpeare in Hamlet 3 


The chaſteſt Maid is prodigal enough, 


If ſhe unmaſk her Beauties to the Nenn, 


I flattered myſelf, 1 that 1 


had not put my Confidence in People 


who would betray me; for both Beau- 
menard and Mademoiſelle Le Blanc 
were well feed by myſelf and my 
Lover, and both diſcovered all the 
Zeal and Officiouſneſs of Perſons de- 
voted to my Service; but I after- 
wards found, by melancholy Experi- 
ence, that too great Security is the 
Height of Folly; 3 and that Virtue is 
a weak Defence. to a Woman Ho- 

nour, 
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nour, if there are even fight Appear- 
ances againſt her. 


I had ſeveral Interviews with young 
ne at Le. Blanc's, where he 


made me 2 moſt warm Profeſſions 
of a Love which Time ſhould never 
alter or diminiſh; and as my Paſſion 
was equal to his, I returned his ar- 
dent Affection with all the Warmth 
that Decency would permit. But the 
Perplexity of us both was equal. His 
Dependency upon a Father, who had 
deſtined him for another Woman, 
rendered a Match between us impoſ- 
fible: As we were thus circumſtanced, 
our Prudence dictated to us to diſcon- 
tinue a Connexion which could be 
1 pro- 
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productive of no Good to either; 
but Prudence and Love are irrecon- 
cileable. 


We continued our Interviews at 
Le Blanc“ s, where we condoled with 
each other, and mourned the Hard- 
neſs of our Fate, which rendered it 
impoſlible for us to join. in Hymen's 
Bands, though our Hearts were united 
by Tyes of the tendereſt Affection. 
For my Part, iT thought. myſelf” the 
moſt unfortunate of Women, in having 
met with a Man who appeared deſerv- 
ing of my Love, but whom Fate had 
made it impoſſible for me to be ever 
united to. 


How- 
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However hard as my Lot then ap- 
peared, it ſoon became more ſo; . for 
I was ſhortly after deprived of the 
Company of my Lover, young, More 
ſhall. being ſeized. and put in Con- 
finement by a Lettre de Cacbet, Pro- 
cured by his Father, who was in- 
formed of our Meetings by that art- 
ful Villain, Father De la T ourilliere, 
who had gained- over the perfidious | 
Beaumenard and Le- Blanc, by whom 
we had all along been ſold and be- 
trayed. 


= * * 2 
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| As niany of 1 my Ha, may not 
know the Nature of a Lettre de Cachet, 
I ſhall here explain . is... It is one of 
the moſt dreadful M yſteries in the 


deſpotic 


* 
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deſpotie Government of France. It 
ſignifies an Order given by the wo 


and ſigned with the Great Seal, b 


Virtue of which, any Perſon ide 
ever may be arreſted and confined in 
the Baſtille, frequently for Life. Be- 
ſides, thoſe who are impriſoned upon 
Lettres de Cichvt-as Criminals of State, 
nothing is more common than for 
Perfons who have Intereft at Court, 
to get any Relation who gives them 


Umbrage taken up upon a Lettre di 
Cachet, and thrown into Confinement ; 


where, as it is ſaid, they are frequent- 


Iy diſpatched afterwards by Poiſon ; 


inſomuch that i in France there is a more 


dreadful Deſpotiſm than either that of 
the State Inquiſition at Venice, or of 
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the religious Inquiſition in Dab, Spain, 
and Portugal; for Inſtances have bern 
known of above thirty or forty Per- 
ſons being ſeized at once and thrown 
into che . ne . a bare 


Thus was 1 Gm a Aab 20 un- 
foreſeen Stroke deprived of a Lover, 
for whom I had formed the moſt 
pleaſing Ideas; and the Diſſatisfaction 
that naturally flowed from ſuch a Diſ- 
appointment, was greatly heightened 
by the very diſtant Proſpe& of Relief, 
eſpecially when it is conſidered, that 

all Communication is generally pre- 
eluded the Friends of thoſe that are 
confined there. But my Sufferings did 

not 
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deſpotie Government of France. It 
ſignifies an Order given by the King, 
and ſigned with the Great Seal, by 
Virtue of which, any Perſon what- 
ever may be arreſted and confined in 
the Baſtille, frequently for Life. Be- 
ſides, thoſe who are impriſoned upon 
Lettres de Cãcbet as Criminals of State, 
nothing is more common than for 
Perfons who have Intereft at Court, 
to get any Relation who gives them 
Umbrage taken up upon a Lettre de 
Cachet, and thrown into Confinement ; 
where, as it is ſaid, they are frequent- 
ly diſpatched afterwards by Poiſon ; 
inſomuch that in France there is a more 
dreadful Deſpotiſm than either that of 
the State Inquiſition at Venice, or of 
: | the 
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the religious Inquiſition in Taly, Spain, 
and Portugal; for Inſtances have been 
known of above thirty or forty Per- 
ſons being ſeized at once and thrown 


into the Baſtille, "miiely upon a bare 
Suſpicion. r Thom 


Thus was 1 by a ſudden and un- 
foreſeen Stroke deprived of a Lover, 
for whom I had formed the moſt 
pleaſing Ideas; and the Diſſatisfaction 
that naturally flowed from ſuch a Diſ- . 
appointment, was greatly heightened 
by the very diſtant Proſpect of Relief, 
eſpecially when it is conſidered, that 
all Communication is generally pre- 
cluded the Friends of thoſe that are 
confined there. But my Sufferings did 

| not 
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not end here; my Character was black- 
ened by the moſt atrocious Calumny, 

and my Reputation blaſted, as the 

Reader will ſee more particularly and 
| circurſtantially related, with various 

other Incidents of a moſt peculiar Na- 

ture, in the next Chapter. 
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"CHAP. XXX. 


HERE cannot be a more ſerious 
Truth than the common Obſer- 
vation, that Misfortunes never come 
alone, which is ſo admirably expreſſed 
by Shakeſpeare in thoſe emphatical 
Words, 


When Sorrows come, they come not ſingle 
Spies, 
But in Battallogs- 


I 'was | al of a Lover, vo had 
made a ſtrong Impreſſion upon my 
Heart, and the Manner of my, loſing 
him greatly aggravated my Sorrow for 
his Loſs. He was put in Confinement 
by virtue of a Lettre de Cachet proeured 
by a rigid Father, and I could not help 
repreſenting to my Imagination, a 
Vor. II. F young 
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young Man withering in his Bloom, 
and ſuffering all the Miſeries of Im- 
priſonment, which preſented themſelves 
to my Imagination with aggravated 
Horrors, becauſe ! conſidered theny: as 


occaſioned by myſelf. 


But the +” of a Lover was not the 
only Misfortune I had to undergo. 
After having long lived in Luxury and 


Affluence, paſſed my Nights in all the 


Pleaſures of Voluptuouſneſs, and never 
waked but to a joyful Morn, I 
was on a ſudden. plunged. deep in 
Poverty, and reduced to contend with 
all the Storms A Indigence and De- 
| . 


Tube firſt Fwn of Fortune I expe- 
rienced was the being deprived of the 
i avour of a. and n not 

only 
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only looſing a Friend, but for ever for- 
feiting all Hopes of her immenſe For- 
tune, the Reverſion of which I had al- 
Ways conſidered as my own. Father 
de Ia T ourilliere, who, as the Reader 
has ſeen in the laſt Chapter, was an 
artfül, deſigning Man, had long ſince 
gained ſuch an Aſcendant over my 
Aunt, that he could perſuade her to 
believe whatever he pleaſed; as ſoon as 
he perceived young Mareſballs Paſſion 
for me, he made her notice it; by 
putting a malicious Conſtructiom upon 
all out Glances, and even Geſtures, dif- 
poſed her to credit what he afterwards 
aſſerted with Confidence, that Mareſpall 
had made a Conqueſt of my Honour, 
and that our Interviews at Madam de 
Blanc were criminal. Having cor- 
rupted my Maid, the mercen ary 
en betrayed me, and gave him 

- Fe Infor- 
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Information when my Lover and I 
were to have our Interviews. My Aunt 
was prevailed upon to go privately 
with him to the Milliner's, "where, from 
the Apartment next to that where we 
met, ſhe could hear the warm Pro- 
feſſions of Love which young Mare- 
ſhall made me; and as they all pro- 
ceeded from the Ebullitions of a Heart 
which glowed with the moſt ardent 
Tranſports of Paſſion, ſhe took it. for 
granted that there was a foregone Con- 
* that I had deviated F the 
Paths of Virtue, and could never more 
return to it. My Aunt, who, as the 
Reader has already been informed, was 
of a rigid, ſevere Temper, being « con- 
vinced that I had forfeited my Ho- 
nour, and that my Diſgrace was irre- 
_ parable, declared, that- ſhe would no 

longer countenance one, who had 


ſwerved 
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ſwerved from the dictates of Virtue; 


but that ſhe would from that Hour 
conſider me as an Alien, both to her 
Love and Blood; I did not vainly at- 


tempt to vindicate myſelf, as I Knew 


with what Obſtinacy my Aunt, the old 
Lady, perſiſted in any ' Reſolution ſhe 


had formed, and how difficult it was 
to undeceive her when once ſhe had 


conceived an Opinion, however ſlight 
its Foundations. I therefore imme- 
diately left the Houſe, as: ſhe had ſuf- 


ficiently intimated her Intention that I 


ſhould no longer live with her, took 
Lodgings in la Rue de St. Dominique, 
being attended only by one Servant, and 
a new Maid, whom I had hired in the 


Room of the treacherous Creature who. 
had fold me to Father de la Tourilliere. 


She had lived Servant at Madam le 


Blanc s, Who was kind enough to in- 
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form me of the Treachery by which 1 


was circumvented. 


I thought my Condition highly de- 
plorable, but I had not yet experienced 
the Worſt ; I found myſelf in a foreign 
Country, abandoned by the only Friend 
I had, and that with ſuch Circumſtances 
as could not fail of giving the World 
a very diſadvantageous Idea of me, 
I reſolved therefore to make no Stay in 
France, but to return with Speed to 
England; and there was nothing I 
dreaded more than that my Aunt 


| ſhould repreſent me to my Father in 


the Light in which I appeared to her. 


I was 3 to return to England, 
deeply affected with the Calamities 
which had already befallen me, when 
Fortune by another Stroke redaced me 
almoſt 
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almoſt to Deſpair „ when all Things 


were ready for my Departure, I re- 
ceived a Letter from my Silter, by 
which I was informed that my Father 
was become Bankrupt, that I was by 
his Failure cut off from all Hopes of 
ever poſſeſſing that Fortune, with the 
Hopes of which I had always flattered 
my Imagination. Let the Reader, if he 
can, form to himſelf an Idea of the 
Poignancy of my Grief. I find myſelf 
utterly unable to give an adequate De- 
ſcription of it; ſo many reiterated Miſ- 
fortunes would have been ſufficient to 
have made the moſt reſolute of Men 
fink under their Weight ; they may 
therefore well be thought ſufficient to 
overwhelm the Weakneſs of a Woman. 
J have often ſince been ſurprized that 
they did not totally deprive me of my. 

F 4 Senſes, 


© 8 
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Senſes, or make me take ſome deſpe- 
rate Reſolution. 


When the Agitation of my Spirits, 
and the Violence of my Grief, were 
ſome Meaſure ſubſided, I began to re- 
fect what Courſe it was beſt for me to 
take; and immediately altered my Pur- 
pole of returning to England; for my 
native Country is the laſt Place I ſhould. 


chuſe to appear in, when reduced and in 


an humble Condition. My next Thoughts 
were turned to the State of my Finances. 
My Siſter had ſent me a Bill of Ex- 
change for Three hundred Pounds Ster- 
ling in the Letter which contained the. 
melancholy News above-mentioned, 

and, either in Caſh or Jewels, I had to 
the Value of Eight hundred Pounds 
more. I immediately left Paris, which 
now only recalled importunate Ideas of 


my 
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my former Splendour, and retired to 


Rouen, where I lived for ſome Time 
privately ; my Memory always ſug- 
geſting gloomy Reflexions upon my 


paſt Wealth and' Grandeur, and Hope' 


Preſenting to my Mind no ſoothing: 
Proſpect for the Time to come, I had 
flattered myſelf that the lenient Hand 


of Time would diminiſh my Regret of 


paſt Pleaſures and the Opulence I 
had loſt ; but I found, on the contrary, 
that it increaſed it every Day. I had 
been ſo long uſed to a conſtant Round 
of Pleaſures and Delights, that the re- 
tired Manner in which I lived filled me 
with the deepeſt Melancholy ; I cannot 


convey a better Idea to the Reader of 


* 


the State of my Mind than by thoſe 


two expreſſive Lines in Shakeſpeare, 


Fs Life 


; HIS TORY of 
Life is as tedious as a twice told Tale, 
Vexing the dull Ear of a drowzy Man. 
KING JOHN. 


HFabit is a Kind of ſecond Nature; 
ſo that thoſe who have been long ac- 
cuſtomed to the Indulgence of their 
Paſſions, find the Auſterity of Ab- 
ſtinence and a regular Life inſupport- 
able. This Conſideration will, I hope, 
plead in my Favour, and ſomewhat ex- 
cuſe my Conduct in the Opinion of the 
Reader, when I acknowledge, that I 
could not help liſtening to the Propoſals 
made me about this Time by a rich 
Merchant of Rowen, of living with him 
as his Miſtreſs. Buſineſs had firſt given 
Riſe to our Acquaintance ; he. ſoon 
diſcovered from my Circumſtances, 
that his Propoſal would be acceptable. 
Wich regard to perſonal Attractions, he 

7 5 was 
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was intirely deſtitute of them; but 

Wealth, which, from Habit and Edu- 

cation I was taught to conſider as In- 

gredients indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
human Happineſs, gave him Charms 

which he did not poſſeſs, or, at preſent, 

made me overlook. his Defects. 


For a Time he made it his whole 
Study to pleaſe me, and ſpared no Ex- 
pence to procure me every Day new 
Pleaſures and Amuſements; When he 
found a conſtant Succeſſion of ſenſual 
Enjoyments begin by Degrees to dif-- 
ſipate the Gloom which preyed upon © 
my Mind, he expreſſed the higheſt 

q Satisfaction; and attributing it to his 
ſucceſsful Aſſiduity, had the Vanity to 
think himſelf a favoured Lover. I. 
cannot deny, that I had a certain De- 
bree of Friendſhip and Benevolence for 
| him,, 
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him, as he accidentally contributed to: 
ſupply. my Wants, or rather to procure 
me that Gratification of my Paſſions, 
which. I was from long Uſe ſo much 
accuſtomed to, that to forego it was 
like being deprived of Life itſelf. But 
ſuch Sentiments as theſe are very dif- 
ferent from thoſe which Love inſpires. 

When we enjoy the Company of thoſe 
we love, all our Wants are ſupplied; 
there is then, to uſe the emphatical ex- 
preſſion of Mr. Pope, | 


No craving void left aching in the breaſt. 


To return to my mercantile Lover. 
Monſ. Tourangeaux for ſeveral Months 
diſcovered an unabated Ardor of. Paſ-- 
ſion, but it was not to continue always: 
Paſſions founded upon mere Senſuality, 
thoſe | in which. the Perſon 1 Is almoſt the. 


* 
* 
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only Object taken into Conſideration, 
and the Qualities of the Mind over- 
looked or little attended to, are always 
fleeting and tranſient; they take their 
Riſe in Caprice and end in Diſguſt. 


Thus it happened in the preſent Caſe; 
Monſ. Tourangeaux, who at firſt behaved: 
to me with. all the Complaiſance of a: 
Lover, began on a ſudden to aſſume the 
lordly Airs and authoritative Tone of a: 
Huſband. If my firſt Fall from Opu-- 
lence to the Bitterneſs of Adverſity, and 
the Difficulties in which Indigence in-- 
volves us, plunged me in an Abyſs of 
| Deſpair, which was ſucceeded by a ſet- 


tled Dejection, to be deprived of my; 


Empire over Man, whom I had ſo long; 
conſidered as my Slave, and born to» 
wear my Chains, appearedſtilltome more: 
. dreadful : The firft Time Tourangeaus: 

1 ſpokes | _ 
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ſpoke to me in the peremptory Style of 
a Maſter, a Thunder-clap could net 
have produced a greater Effect upon 
my Spirits than his Words, My Heart 
funk within me,. and I felt a Kind of 
Self- annihilation at finding myſelf de- 
graded from a Goddeſs to a Mortal, and 
from the Idol become the abject Slave 
of Man: Yet ſuch. is the hard Condition: 
of our Sex! the Miſtreſs, when become 
a Wife, finds that the Lover and the 
Huſband are Two different Perſons ;: 
and when a kept Miſtreſs depends upon 
her Gallant who lords it over her, and 
Love is not aſſiſting to ſupport the 
Union, wretched, doubly wretched is 
her Condition. I had not received ſuffi- 
cient Inſtruction in the School of Afffic- 
tion to know how to behave in ſuch an: 
Emergency. As I had no real Affection 
for Tourangeaux, it was meer Weakneſs 
| | I, 


— 


LY 
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m me to be affected with this Change 
in his Behaviour; for there cannot be a 
greater Folly in a Woman than to let 
. thoſe give her Pain who are incapable 
of giving her Pleaſure; yet we find the 
Sex every Day guilty of this Folly ; 
they. fret, themſelves to Death at the 
Slights and Negle&ts of Men whom in 
their Hearts they ſcorn and deſpiſe. 


As I had no Love for Tourangeaux;. 


and was of conſequence intirely indif-- 


ferent about receiving any Tokens. of 
his, I ſhould have overlooked his Ca- 


price and given Way to his Paſſions; I 
ſhould have ſtudied his Temper and 
have endeavoured to avail myſelf of his: 


Foibles; had I acted in this Manner, I 


might always have received the Aſſiſt- 
ance I wanted from him, and partook 
SF his Affluence, which would have had 


never 


* 
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never- failing Attractions, though his 


Perſon and his Love might juſtly excite 


my Averſion or Indifference. I was too 


indiſcreet to purſue ſo prudent a Con- 
duct; I diſcovered a Spirit which I 
fhould have ſuppreſſed, and revenged 


myſelf, for the Havghtineſs with which 


he treated me, by ſhewing my Con- 


tempt for his Perſon in a covert Man- 
ner that is often more provoking than 


open Abuſe and undiſguiſed Reproaches. 


Though Tourangeaux's Paſſion for me 


Vas extinct, his Vanity was mortified by 
my Scorn, and he was piqued at diſco- 
vering that he had never poſſeſſed my 


Heart, though J once poſſeſſed the moſt | 


powerful Aſcendant over his : This in- 


flamed his Paſſion into Fury, and made 
him at laſt degenerate into a 1 
Tyrant. The ill Qualities which he had 


Pefore concealed under the Complar” 


ſance 
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ſance of a Lover diſcovered themſelves 
to me fo plainly, now the Maſk was 
thrown off, that he appeared to me in 
the moſt diſadvantageous Light. 


. However the bad Opinion I had con- 
ceived of him was ſoon conſiderably 
increaſed by my being acquainted with 
certain Anecdotes of his Conduct, which 
had hitherto remained unknown to me. 
Ever ſince I had lived with Tourangeaux 
J had cultivated an Acquaintance with 
Maidemoiſelle Tourangeaux his Siſter, 
who was an agreable, ſprightly Girl, of 
a very amuſing Converſation ; and I 
liked her the better, becauſe I could 
diſcover both in the Features of her 
Face and in her Character a ſtrong Re- 
ſemblance to my old Favourite Toinon. 
Though ſhe had frequently diſcovered 
an Inclination to talk freely of her Bro- 


ther, 


* 
5 4, 
= 
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ther, to enter into a Detail of his Qua- 
lities, and the ſecret Hiſtory of his Life, 
as I had always diſcouraged ſuch Con- 
verſation whilſt he behaved well to me, 
ſhe had for that Reaſon conſtantly kept 
upon the Reſerve. As ſoon as ſhe per- 
ceived that my Opinion of her Brother 
was altered, ſhe gave me ſuch an Ac- 
count of him, that if he had before 
appeared to me to be a bad Man, I af- 
terwards looked upon him as a Mon- 
A l | 


She told me that he was a married 
Man; a Circumſtance of which I had 
till then been ignorant; that he had 
uſed his Wife in the moſt barbarous 
Manner, though he had received with 
her a Portion of Two hundred thouſand 
Livres, which had enabled him to carry 
on the extenſive Commerce whereby he 
had 
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had acquired the Fortune he was then 
poſſeſſed of, and had at laſt ſhut her 
up in a Convent, where ſhe continued 
to lead a languiſhing Life without any 
Hopes of being ever ſet at Liberty by 
her unrelenting Tyrant. When I heard 
this, I could not help reflecting with 
Horror upon the deſpotic Government. 
of France, where not only the Court, 
but every Maſter of a Family, is in- 
veſted with a Kind of inquiſitorial 
Power, and a Father may have his Son 
confined by virtue of a Lettre de Cachet, 
or a Huſband cauſe his Wife to be ſhut 
up in a Convent, without aſſigning any 
other Reafon than their capricious Will. 
Happy are the Engliſb, who live under 
a Government where no ſuch Incroach- 
ments upon Liberty, the firſt natural 
Right of Mankind, are permitted to. 
we Place ! if thoſe amongſt us, who 


Ae 
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are always cenſuring the Conduct of the 
Great and murmuring againſt the Ad- 
miniſtration, were to viſit the Conti- 
nent, they would ſoon be ſenſible of 
the Value of thoſe Bleſſings which they 
now pay but too little Regard to. 


Mademoiſelle Tourangeaux continued 
to inform me that her Brother, after 
having ſhut up his Wife in the Convent 
of St. Agnes, about Two Miles from 
Rauen, had kept no leſs than Five Miſ- 
treſſes, by ſome of whom he had had 
Children; that they were all at firſt ca- 
reſſed and tenderly treated by him, but 
that he at laſt grew tired of them, and 
turned them out to the wide World to 
periſh with Indigence and Diſtreſs. 


CHAP. 
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th C H A F. XXX. 
IE Ae I hich I had learned 
from Mademoiſelle Tourangeauzx, 
concerning | her Brother, ſo increaſed my 
Averſion for him, that I determined 
not to live another Day in his Houſe: 
I acquainted his Siſter with my Inten- 
tion, and though ſhe was ſorry to be 
deprived of my. Company, ſhe could 
not but approve of the Reſolution I 
had taken. When I intimated my Pur- 
poſe to Tourangeaux, he at firlt ſtormed - 
and raved like a Madman, he bitterly 
upbraided me with his paſt Favours, 
and declared that I was the moſt un- 
grateful of Women to forſake a Man 
by whoſe Bounty J had been extricated 


$89 HIATTTORE of © 
but of Indigence and Miſery, and put 


in Poſſeſſion of all the Joys of Afflu- 
ence and all the Gratifications of Senſe. 
I replied no other Way to this Storm 
of Paſſion than by manifeſting . a deter- 
mined Purpoſe of perſiſting in the De- 
ſign I had formed; whereupon he, to 
my g oreat Surpriſe, again reſumed the 
cating Tone of a Lover, which 
he had long ſince. changed for 
the imperious Stile of a Maſter, and 
had Recourſe to Blandiſhments and In- 


| treaties to prevail upon me to change 


my Reſolution. I could not eaſily con- 
ceive the Reaſon Why he ſhould diſco- 
ver ſo earneſt a Deſire of keeping Poſ- 


ſeſſion of my Perſon, as I was well 
aware that his Heart had beeri for ſore 


Time intirely alienated from me; but 
4 afterwards diſcovered, from having 


formed a Variety of Connexions, and 
being 
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being placed in ſeveral different Situa- 
tions in Life, ſometimes baſking in the 
Sunſhine of Proſperity, and fometimes 
ſtruggling with Difficulties and Diſtreſs, 
that there is no Paſſion more general 
amongſt Mankind, than the Deſire of 
having a Dependent. The loweſt and 
moſt deſpicable Wretches wiſh to have 
ſome One ſtill lower than themſelves to 
vent their Humour on, and confole them 
for their own Littleneſs by a Compari- 
fon with another's Inferiority: Hence it 
is, that fo many ſhed Tears for the Loſs 
of thoſe whom, to judge by their Beha- 
viour, One would have thought they 
hated and deſpiſed; their Grief is cauſed 
by Nothing elſe but their being depri- 
ved of the dear Delight of tormenting 
a Fellow- creature. When Tourangeaiur 
found I was inflexible, he left the Room 
with a ſullen, mortified Air, muttering 

ſome- 
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ſomething about Ingratitude and Re- 
venge, which I could not diſtinctly 
hear. His Siſter expreſſed ſome Ap- 
prehenſions for me on account of his 
Menaces ; but as I was conſcious of my 
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Innocence I utterly diſr egarded N 8 


Having taken my Leave of Made- 
moiſelle Tourangeaux, I that Evening 
left her Brother's Houſe, and took 


Apartments in la Rue de Rofier. My 
firſt Plunge into Vice, for I looked 


upon my Connexion with T o#urangeaus 
in that Light, as I thereby rendered 
what ſeemed a Love-engagement ſub- 
ſervient to Intereſt,: had ſo habituated 
my Mind to the Idea of it, that I wo- 
Fully experienced the Truth- of ME. 
nh: $ Obſervation ; 3 e 


Vice 
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Vice is a Monſter of ſo odious Mien, 

As to be hated, needs but to be ſeen: 
But ſeen too oft, familiar with her Face, 
We firſt endure, then pity, then embrace. 


I will frankly acknowledge, that my 
Deſign was to embrace the firſt Oppor- 
tunity of making the beſt Market of 

my Beauty, and if I ſhould not meet 
with a Man worthy of my Love, endea- 
vour at leaſt to find one whoſe Love for 
me I might be able to turn to Account. 
A Woman who keeps a conſtant Look- 
out for Admirers, is not Jong to ſeek 
amongſt that volatile People the French. 
Before the Month was expired, I was 
courted by no leſs than Three Suitors ; 


| Two Advocates belonging to the Par- 


liament of Rouen, and a Marquis: 
But none of theſe were at all for 
my Purpoſe ; the Advocates had no 

Vol. II. G other 
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other Motive in paying me their Ad- 
dreſſes, except mere Vanity, and judg- 
ing of me by themſelves, thought I had 
in View no other Gratification in re- 
ceiving them: But I was actuated by 
more ſolid Motives ; and therefore the 
Gentlemen of the long Robe were not 
the Sort of Lover I wanted. The pre- 
tended Norman Marquis was a Con- 
queſt leſs valuable than even the other 
Two; for I ſoon found there were 
little Hopes of - getting any Thing 
by him, and I plainly perceived that he 
had intereſted Views in paying his Ad- 
dreſſes to me. I therefore quickly diſ- 
miſſed thefe uſeleſs Courtiers, and every 
Day frequented public Places, where 1 
exerted all my Art, and played off the 
whole Artillery of my Charms in order 
to ſupply their Places with ſuch as might 


ſuit me. 
For 
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For ſome Time, however, I was diſ- 

appointed and unſucceſsful, till at laſt 
an Accident, which ſeemed to have a 
very different Tendency, ſuddenly pro- 
cured me what I had ſought for in vain. 
Returning One Evening pretty late to 
my Lodgings from the Houſe of a 
| Neighbour, who lived at a few Doors 
Diſtance, Iwo Ruffians ſuddenly falling 
upon me were hurrying me away to a 
Hackney Coach, whilſt a Third ſeizing 
upon my Maid Marianne gagg'd her, 
left ſhe ſhould alarm the Neighbour- 
hood by her Cries. We ſhould certainly 
have been overpowered by their brutal 
Violence, had not good Fortune 
brought to - our Aſſiſtance a young 
Gentleman accompanied by Four Sailors, 
whom, from their Dreſs, I conjectured 
to be Engliſh. My Deliverers had the 
Advantage in Number, as well as 
G 2 Courage, 
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Courage, and the Goodneſs of their 
Cauſe ; ſo that they found it no difficult 
Matter to reſcue us from our Raviſhers, 
Two of whom immediately betook 
themſelves to Flight, but the Third 
being ſecured by my Deliverers, they 
| threatened to carry him before a Ma- 
giſtrate, and abſolutely refuſed to ſet 
him at Liberty, till he confeſſed by 
whom he had been hired to undertake 
fo villainous an Action. He informed 
them, that both he and his Comrades 
were Sailors belonging to a Veſſel juſt 
arrived from Martinico, and that- they 
had been hired by Monſ. Tourangeaux 
to ſeize and carry me by Force to a 
Country Seat of his, at Two Miles Diſ- 
tance from Rouen; with regard to any 
Farther Deſign againſt me, he declared 
himſelf to be intirely ignorant. The. 
| Fellow 
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Fellow, having made this Confeſſion, 
was ſuffered to depart. 


My Deliverer immediately diſmiſſed 
the Gang, and offered to ſee me fate 
home; I readily accepted of his Offer, 
and finding, when we were come to the 
Door of the Houſe where I lodged, 
that he was preparing to take his Leave 
of me, I gave him an Invitation to 
Supper. I could perceive by the Ex- 
prefſion in his Face, that this Offer 
gave him the higheſt Satisfaction ; and 
I had too much Experience in Love 
Affairs not to perceive, that his Joy 
was owing to a Paſſion with which I 
had ſuddenly inſpired him: This ap- 
peared ſtill more evident to me from 
his Behaviour whilſt we were at Sup- 
per ; for not only his Diſcourſe, but his 
| Geſtures and Glances, ſhewed plainly 
G 3 that 
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that he was completely enamoured 
of me. With regard to myſelf, I 
muſt acknowledge, that I could not 
jee him with Indifference, for he was 
both handſome and genteel, and there 
was an engaging Endearment in all he 


ſaid and did. He was tall, ſlender, 
and well ſhaped ; his Hair was black, 


and curled gracefully ; his Complexion 
was ſo ſwarthy, that if he had not 
ſpoken Engliſh with the Accent of a 


Native, 1 ſhould have taken him for a 
Frenchman ;, but his Features were ex- 


tremely pleaſing, and there was in 
them a je ne ſgai quoi, which ſhewed 
that his Heart was naturally. diſpoſed to 
Love and Tenderneſs. He gave me 
to underſtand that he was the Son of 
a rich Planter at Jamaica, to which 
Country he was to return in a few Days, 
having already laid in his Cargo, and 

Sh diſpatched 
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diſpatched the Buſineſs which had 
brought him to Rouen. He told me 

that he was happy in having One of 
the moſt indulgent of Fark ; that he 
was Maſter of 12 Actions; and that all 
his Deſires were complied with. He 
added, however, that he lay under One 
Reſtriction, as his Father had exacted 
from him an Oath, that he would never 
marry unknown to him, or without his 
Conſent. When I ſubmitted to this 
Reſtraint, continued he, I was too in- 
conſiderate to reflect upon the Conſe- 
quences of the Step I was taking, my 
Heart was then diſengaged, and by a 
Thoughtleſſneſs common to young 
Perſons, I imagined it would always 
continue ſo. But now, ſaid he, fixing 
his Eyes tenderly upon mine, I begin 
to repent of having thus forfeited the 
Liberty of diſpoſing of my Hand, ſince 
„ I am 
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I am no longer Maſter of my Heart, 
which is from this Moment intirely 
devoted to you alone. 


There was ſomething of the Novice 
in this gallant Compliment of my Ame- 
rican Lover, which I could not forbear 
ſmiling at. I eaſily perceived from 
his Account of himſelf, that he was 
the very Man I wanted, and from what 
I obſerved of his Character, immedi- 
ately concluded that I was by his Means 
in a fair Way of enjoying the Pleaſures 
of Voluptuouſneſs, and the ſolid Joys 
of that Kind of Love, which, as it is 
not of ſo elevated a Nature as to raiſe 
us intirely above this World, is conſiſt- 
ent with all the Gratifications of Senſe; 
and is in one Reſpect preferable to that 
romantic Paſſion which takes Poſſeſſion 


N. the whole Soul, namely, that it is 
| unembar- 
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unembarraſſed with Fear, that great 
Counterpoiſe to all earthly Enjoyments. 
I gave Mr. Lennard, which was the 
Name of the young Creole, a general 
Invitation during the Time of his Stay 
at Nouen, and at our ſucceeding Inter- 
views behaved in ſuch a Manner as 
could not fail of making him ſenſible, 
that, notwithſtanding his Oath, he had 
no Reaſon to think himſelf in the Caſe 
of a hopeleſs Lover. He propoſed to 
me to accompany him to Jamaica, 
where, he aſſured me, it ſhould be his 
ſole Study to make me happy, adding, 
that he was even then poſſeſſed of Five 
hundred a Year, which it was in his 
Power to diſpoſe of as he thought pro- 
per. I accepted of his Propoſal with- 
out Heſitation, and the 7 bur ſaay: follow- 
ing was fixed for the Day of our De- 


parture. 
G5 ein 
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8 the Sea is an Element which 
I never found to agree with my 
Conſticarion, it gave me ſome-Uneaſi- 
neſs to reflect, that I had fo long a 
Voyage to make as that from Rowen to 
Jamaica. A long One indeed it pro- 
ved, and I ſhould have thought it 
equally tedious and difagreeable, had 

it not been for the Company of Mr. 
Lennard: His Endearments pre- 
vented me from giving way to languid 
Liſtleſineſs during the inſipid Sameneſs 
of the Calm, and rendered me fearleſs 
and undaunted amidſt all the Horrors 
of the Storm. 


We 
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We at laſt arrived ſafe at Spaniſh 
Town, and I was immediately ſettled 
in genteel Lodgings by Mr. Lennard, 
who paſſed all the Time that he could 
ſteal from his Father, and the Avoca- 
tions of Buſineſs, in my Company. I 
had Four Blacks to attend me beſides 
my own Servant-Maid, who was a 
French Woman. Mr. Lennard's Gene- 
roſity was equal to his Love; it was 
cuſtomary with him, when he paid me 
a Viſit, to make me a handſome Preſent, 
either of ſomething of Value, or of a 
Bank Bill of Forty, Fifty, or a Hundred 
Pounds. My Days rolled on in unin- 
terrupted Pleaſure, and the Joys of 
Affluence had a heightened Reliſh, as 
I ſhared them with a Lover whoſe 


Complaiſance and Aſſiduity were not to 
be ſurpaſſed, though in Perſon, and 
Accompliſhments n he was very much 


inferior 
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inferior to ſome whom I had known. 
No human Lot however is unallayed by 
Miſery, and there is ſomething wanting 
to the moſt conſummate Happineſs 
upon Earth. Though I was extremely 
well pleaſed with my Circumſtances, 
I was by no Means ſatisfied with the 
Place which I lived in. Jamaica, be- 
ſides being too hot for an Engliſb Con- 
ſtitution, is extremely ſubject to Earth- 

quakes : Nothing is more common 
there, than for the Alarm that. an 
Earthquake is approaching to be given 
on a ſudden by the ringing of a Bell, 
whereupon all the Inhabitants con- 
ſult their Safety as well as they can by 
Flight; Nothing can be more ſhocking 
than the Uproar and Confuſion upon 
theſe Occaſions; the Sea is ſeen 

pouring in, and Waves Mountain- 


= high burſting upon the Shore, Steeples, 


Houſes, 


) 
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Houſes, and public Edifices tumbling 
in Ruins, or ſwallowed up by the 
gaping Earth; and, during the Time 
of this dreadful Shock, the whole Ifland 
trembles from its very Foundations, 


till it ſubſides all on a ſudden, and 


People return to their Habitations. 


But Strangers have more Reaſon to 
complain of the Country. The Cli- 
mate is ſo hot, that Fevers are ex- 
tremely rife there, and continue much. 
longer than elſewhere. I was myſelf 
ſeized with a Fever about a Month 
after my Arrival, by which I was con- 
fined to my Bed for Two Months toge- 
ther, during which Time Mr. Lennard 
was ſeldom an Hour from my Bed's. 
Side, and by his Tenderneſs and At- 


tention to pleaſe me, greatly alleviated 


. 
* 
s 4. 
— 
s - 


"me HESTORY ef 

the Pains and Tediouſneſs of my 
Hineſs. Jamaica, however, muſt be 
allowed to be a very fine Country, 
notwithſtanding all the Diſadvantages 
of its Climate. It is extremely fertile, 
and abounds with fine Proſpects. In 
all my Travels, I never ſaw any Thing 
more ſtriking than the Sixteen Mile 
Walk; it is very regular and exact, 
and the lofty Trees which are planted 
all along on either Side of it, at once 
delight the Eye and afford a neceſſary 
Shelter from the Heat of the Meridian 
Sun. The Planters at Jamaica are all 
very rich, and live as luxurious as the 
Courtiers of Verſailles, or the Nobility 
and Gentry at St. Fames's. But beſides 
the Inconveniencies taken notice of 
above, there are Two Circumſtances, 
One of which is extremely ſhocking 


to Female Delicacy, namely, to ſee the 
2. Black 
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Black: Slaves always ſtark naked; the 

other equally ſo to all who have any 
Senſe of Humanity, I mean, to ſee the 

cruel and inhuman. Treatment which 

theſe unhappy Wretches receive from 

the unrelenting Barbarity of their 3 
ters. 


Mr. Lennard's Affection for me con- 
tinued unabated during Two Years that 
Llived at Jamaica, and I always retained 
the ſame Degree of Affection for him 
that he inſpired me with at firſt. The 
Attachment on both Sides was rather a 
Liking than. a Paſſion, and of conſe- 
quence could neither give Riſe to Jea- 
louſy, or to the tormenting Fear of be- 
ing deprived of the Object of our Af- 
fections: Such an Attachment as this, 
appears to be beſt ſuited to our pre- 

ſent Condition, for the more high and 
| elevated. 
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the Pains and Tediouſneſs of my 

Hlneſs. Jamaica, however, muſt be 
alowed to be a very fine Country, 
notwithſtanding all the Diſadvantages 
of its Climate. It is extremely fertile, 
and abounds with fine Proſpects. In 
all my Travels, I never ſaw any Thing 
more ſtriking than the Sixteen Mile 
Walk; it is very regular and exact, 
and the lofty Trees which are planted 
all along on either Side of it, at once 
delight the Eye and afford a neceſſary 
Shelter from the Heat of the Meridian 
Sun. The Planters at Jamaica are all 
very rich, and live as luxurious as the 
Courtiers of Verſailles, or the Nobility 
and Gentry at St. Fames's. But beſides 
the Inconveniencies taken notice of 
above, there are Two Circumſtances, 
One of which is extremely ſhocking 


to Female Delicacy, namely, to ſee the 
4 Black 
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Black Slaves always ſtark naked; the 
other equally ſo to all who have any 
Senſe of Humanity, I mean, to ſee the 
cruel and inhuman Treatment which 
theſe unhappy Wretches receive from 
the unrelenting Barbarity of cheir . 
ters. 


Mr. Lennard's Affection for me con- 
tinued unabated during Two Years that 
I lived at Jamaica, and I always retained 
the ſame Degree of Affection for him 
that he inſpired me with at firſt. The 


Attachment on both Sides was rather a 


Liking than. a Paſſion, and of conſe- 
quence could neither give Riſe to Jea- 
louſy, or to. the tormenting Fear of be- 
ing deprived of the Object of our Af- 
fections: Such an. Attachment as this, 
appears to be beſt ſuited to our pre- 
ſent Condition, for the more high and 
elevated. 
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| elevated Kind of Love ſeems not adapted 

to the Inhabitants of this World, and 
thoſe who are bleſſed with it for a Time, 
are always quickly deprived of their Fe- 
licity. 8 0 


Twice had my Boſom glowed with a 
Flame as pure and refined as it was 
ſtrong and powerful: The Love I felt 
for la Fleur was of that rapturous and 
feraphic Nature, which, though begun 
on Earth, ſhould be continued in Hea- 
ven, and find its Completion in the Re- 
gions of eternal Bliſs; but alas, Ia Fleur 
was ſuddenly cut off by the Fury of an 
enraged Rival. The Fate of young Ma- 
reſhall, whom TI loved with equal Ardor, 
was ſtill more ſevere; in all the Bloom 
of Youth he was, by a rigid Father,. 
thrown into Confinement, and left to 
languiſh out a Life in the Obſcurity of 


a Dun- 
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a Dungeon, which might have proved 
an Ornament to the moſt gay and bril- 
liant of Courts. My Love for Mr. 
Lennard was of a very different Na- 
ture; though I was always pleaſed with 
his Company, I could diſpenſe with his. 
Abſence; and though I looked upon 
the Poſſeſſion of his Perſon as a Bleſſ- 
ing, the Thoughts of being deprived . 
of it were not inſupportable to me: 
The Reader ſhould not therefore be 
ſurprized at being informed that I was 
not ſhocked or driven to Defpair upon 
being told by my Lover himſelf, that 
his Father had formed a Reſolution to 
marry him to Miſs 1/abella Adelard, the 
Daughter of One of the richeſt Planters 
in Jamaica, with whom he was to re- 
ceive a Fortune of Twenty thouſand 
Pounds; that we muſt therefore part 


as his — who had before over- 
looked 
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looked our Loves, would never forgive 
him, if he was to continue them after 
Marriage; he aſſured me notwithſtand- 
ing, that 


He would always hold me in his Heart 
His ever gentle Miſtreſs and his Friend, 
FAIR PENITENT, 


onde me a Prefatiofs ive him: 
dred Pound Bank Note to conſole me 
or his Loſs. 


Our Parting was tender, but there 
were no Tears ſhed on either Side; and 
as Jamaica was a Place which I ſhould 
never have choſen to reſide in, had it 
not been for my Connexion with Mr. 
Lennard, I embarked aboard a Ship 
for Dieppe, chooſing rather to return to 
France than to viſit England, where ſome 
of my Family were living, from whom 

Iwas 
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I was extremely anxious to keep the 
Courſe of Life I had engaged in, an 
eternal Secret. After a proſperous Voy- 
age, which I found extremely tedious 
for Want of ſuch a Companion as Mr. 
Lennard, JI arrived at Dieppe, where I 
Raid about a Fortnight to refreſh my- 
ſelf after the Fatigue of my Voyage, 
and then ſet out for Paris, which 


extraordinary Place I eagerly withed to 
fee again. 


: 4 
— -2 — — a > * 
. - 7 
— - — 2 . 
” — - FP. 2 CY 
4 - & - — 5 - my - 
* 


140 HISTORY of 


C HAP. XXXII 


PON my Arrival at Paris, I hired 
| genteel Apartments in /a Rue de 
bons Enfans, where my Deſign was to 
enjoy all the Pleaſures of that City 
without troubling myſelf about making 
new Lovers, for I had by my Con- 
nexion with Mr. Lennard acquired near 
Two thouſand Pounds, either in Caſh 
or valuable Effects, and flattered myſelf 
that I could not ſoon have Occaſion to 
fupply my Wants by applying to the 
Paſſions of Men; in fa&, I flattered 
myſelf when I thought fo; for return- 
ing One Evening from a ſpiritual Con- 
cert, where my Footman had not been 
in the Way to attend me Home, I was 

firuck- 
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ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment and Horror 
to find my Scrutore rifled, and every 
Thing of Value carried off: I could 
not help fcreaming aloud at ſeeing my- 
ſelf deprived, by a ſudden Stroke of 
Fortune, of all I was worth, and my 
Cries immediately brought up the Land- 
lord and all the Lodgers who were then 
at the Hotel; they all uſed their utmoſt | 
Endeavours to conſole me, and ex- 
preſſed the greateſt Concern for my 
Lofs; but I was not to be comforted 
by any Thing they could ſay. To be 
thus deprived, in a Moment, of all that 
I depended upon for my Support, and 
reduced to extreme Want, was ſo dread- 
ful a Misfortune, as almoſt deprived 
me of my Reaſon. 


As my Maid had diſappeared as well 
as the Footman, it was natural to con- 
| clude 
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clude they were Accomplices in the 
Robbery. After many vain Lamenta- 
tions, and hearing many. Expedients 
equally vain propoſed for diſcovering 
the Perſons by whom this villainous 
Action had been committed, I with- 
drew to Bed, though Sleep or Re- 
poſe was what I little expected: 
No ſooner had I laid my Head upon 
my Pillow, but worldly Want, that hi- 
deous, meagre Fiend, roſe in a Thou- 
ſand frightful Shapes to my tortured 
| Imagination ; after having long lain 
awake in all the Agitations of Deſpair, 
my anxious Inquietude at laft ſubſided 
into a melancholy Compoſure, and a 
deep Sleep, which was then what I moſt 
wanted, taking Poſſeſſion of all my 
Senſes, brought a momentary Relief of 
my Woe. 

Whilſt 
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Whilſt my Cares were thus ſuſ⸗ 
pended, for a-while a Dream repre- 
ſented to my waking Fancy. the follow- 
ing Scene, in Colours fo lively, that 
when my Sleep was diſſipated by the 
Approach of Day, I could hardly help 
conſidering it as a Reality. I firſt 
thought I beheld a gloomy and diſmal 
Dungeon, in which a Perſon lay aſleep 
upon a Couch : He appeared by his 
Agitations of Body to be racked by 
ſome dreadful Perturbation of Mind 
I thought he at laſt ſtarted up, and 
walked in a diſorderly Manner about 
the Room. Soon after I perceived that 
it was my dear Mareſhall, whoſe. un- 
happy Impriſonment I had often re- 
proached myſelf with being the Cauſe 
of; my Heart bled at ſeeing him in fo 
wretched a Condition, and I was going 
to accoſt him, whilſt a Flood of Tears 

flowed 
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flowed from my Eyes, when his Fea- 
tures, which were before diſtorted by 
- Paſſion, became ſmooth all of a 
ſudden, and a placid Serenity ſeemed 
to ſucceed to the Sorrow which before 
 harrowed up all the Faculties of his 
diſtracted Soul. The viſionary Form 
fixed his Eyes upon me with the ſame 
Tenderneſs of Expreſſion as when I 
by Stealth enjoyed his Company at our 
amorous Interviews, and ſeemed to ad- 
dreſs me in theſe Words, which founded 
as diſtinctly in my Ears, as if they had 
been pronounced in Reality. Be not 
« dejected, my beſt beloved, nor let 
Sorrow prey upon your Mind. Some 
-< few more Trials ſtill await you; but 
4e that Providence whoſe Care is over 
all, will at laſt make you beyond 
« your moſt romantic Wiſhes happy. 
IJ have long pined in the Solitude of 

E <« this 
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« this Priſon, but my good Angel is 


« at Hand to deliver me, and condu& 


me to my Father, where, after a long 


«© Separation, wa ſhall meet never to be 
„ parted; more.” And as ſoon as he 
had ended ſpeaking, the Dungeon 
appeared to me to be illuminated by 


a ſudden Light from Heaven, the 


Bolts and Bars of the Priſon dropt in 
Pieces, the Door flew open, and I 
thought I ſaw a Perſon of an ange- 
lic Appearance enter the Room. 
His Face bloomed with youthful 
Beauty, celeſtial Radiance beamedfrom 
his Eyes, the very Ringlets of his Hair 
were encircled with a ſtarry Splendour, 


and One of his Hands diſplayed aloft _ 
a Scroll, upon which was traced in 


diſtinct Characters the Word LIBEERTx. 


I thought he took Mareſpall by the 


Hand, and led him out of the Witon, 
Vol. II. H ; when 
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þ then, on a ſudden the Dungeon diſap- 
peared, and upon waking, I found my- 
$ ſelf in the ſame deplorable State wherein 
I was the Night before, and from the 


Senſe of which Sleep had for a-while 
delivered me. Imagination repreſented 
to me the Circumſtances of my Situa- 
tion with aggravated Horror, and 
Conſcience -onſpired with Reflection 
to render the Anguiſh of my Soul in- 
ſupportable. Memory repreſented my 
paſt Conduct to my Mind in a different 
Light from what I had ever ſeen it 
before, and I could not help thinking 
that it was but juſt a Felony ſhould 
deprive me of that Money which was 
the Reward of Proſtitution and Guilt. 
My Trouble was not a little increaſed 
by the Brutality of my Landlord, who 
entered the Room ſoon after I was up, 
and inſiſted upon my pay ing him T'wo 
Months 
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Months Rent beforehand, or leaving 
his Houſe that Moment. Provoked 
at this Inſolence and Baſeneſs, I im- 
mediately quitted the Hotel. 


I wandered about a long Time in 
great Perplexity of Mind, not having 
any Friend to apply to, and not 
knowing what to determine upon. I 
rambled a long Time in the State of 
Diſtraction a Perſon muſt be in, who 
does not know where to go, or what 
Reſolution to take ; at laſt, however, I 
found my anxious Perturbation ſuc- 
ceeded by a ſudden Tranquillity and 
inward Calm, of which I could not 
poſſibly aſſign to myſelf any Reaſon : 
I continued to walk on for ſome Time, 
ſtill ſurprized that I felt ſuch Satisfaction 
as this, at a Time I had fo little Cauſe 

H 2 ': = _ 
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for it ; when, juſt as I was entering 
la Rue de Richlieu, a Footman in a 
Livery, of which I had ſome confuſed 
Remembrance, though I then could 
not recollect where I had ſeen it, deſired 
me to follow him. Perſons in my then 
_ Preſent Situation are apt te conceive 
Hope from the moſt fortuitous Event, 
and think that whoever takes Notice of 

them, is a Perſon ſent by Heaven to 
their Relief. My Heart became as 
elate as it was before dejected, and 
I followed the Footman without aſking 
any Queſtions, my Breaſt throbbing 
with the Palpitations of Impatience, 
and quite unable to conjecture how 
this Adventure would end; I followed 
my Guide till we were very near the 
End of that noble Street Ia Rue de 
Richlieu, and then he conducted me into 
a ſuperb Hotel, and having ſhewed me 
into 
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into a Parlour richly furniſhed, pointed 
to a Sofa, which I underſtood as de- 
firing me to fit down; I accordingly 
ſeated myſelf, and, with an Expectation 
raiſed to the higheſt Pitch, waited for 
the Concluſion of this Adventure z but 
that I ſhall reſerve to the next Chapter. 


n; CHAP. 
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F & 3% NHOUGH I waited but a few 
| Moments, the Eagerneſs of my 
: Impatience repreſented them as Hours, 
for Time is merely relative, and the 
ſame Space of Duration which appears 
to us as an Ape in certain Circum- 
ſtances, ſeems merely momentary in 
others. I was at laſt, however, re- 
lieved from the Anxiety of Expectation, 
and my Impatience was converted into 
Surprize, when I ſaw Monſ. Mareſball, 
the Father, enter the Room ; he was 
then in Mourning, and there was a 
ſettled Melancholy in his Countenance, 


that ſuited with the Emmy — which 
he wore. 


I roſe 
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I roſe as ſoon as I ſaw him, and I 
attribute my ſhewing him this Mark 
of Reſpect merely to the State of 
Humiliation in which I then was ; for I 
had him in ſuch Abhorrence, on Ac- 
count of his cruel Treatment of his 
Son, that if my Spirit had not been 
humbled by the Conſciouſneſs of Po- 
verty, I ſhould have behaved to him 
without any Sort of Ceremony. He 
deſired me to fit down, and having 
placed himſelf oppoſite to me, began 
by aſking me, whether I remembered 
him? I told him with a Sigh, occa- 
ſioned by the Remembrance of his 
Son, that I did; he then reſumed the 
Converſation thus. Alas, Madam, 
© when I ſee you I cannot but recollect, 
&« thatTI once had a Son -a Son who is 
& now no more, and whoſe Death makes 
« my Heart reproach me hourly as 

M4: the 
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e the cruel Cauſer of it. Would to 
« Heaven I had conſented to his 
“ Union with you, which would have 
« made him completely happy, as you 
had the intire Poſſeſſion of his 
« Heart : Had 1 done fo, I ſhould 
« not now lament his Loſs.” Here 
the old Gentleman burſt out into 
Tears, and I accompanied him with all 
the Vehemence of Grief, and all the 
Anguiſh of the moſt heart-felt Af- 
fection. When our Sorrow was forne- 
what ſubſided, Monſ. Mareſball pro- 
ceeded to inform me, that his Son had 
died of a broken Heart in his Con- 
finement, and that by a Letter which 
he appeared to have written a ſhort 
Time before he expired, he had re- 
commended it to his Father to be a 
Friend to me, as that was the only 
Amends now in his Power to make him 
| x for 


Mis BEVERLY. 153 
for all he had ſuffered during his Con- 
finement, and for his untimely Death, 
which he could aſcribe to no other 
Caule. 3 


I was now no longer at a Loſs to 
gueſs at the Meaning of the Dream I 
had the Night before; the Angel was 
a figurative Emblem of Death, which 
alone can deliver us from the Priſon of 
this terreſtrial World to the Regions 
of eternal Bliſs, and the Expreſſion, 
« that he was ſoon to go to his Father,” 
I now found was to be underſtood in 
a Senſe very different from the Con- 
ſtruction which I had put upon it 
before. I could not help feeling the 
tendereſt Emotions of Affection, to 
and that my dying Lover remembered 
me in his laſt Moments, and at the 
fame Time was ſomewhat ſurprized, 

H 5 that 
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that he ſhould by a Kind of prophetic 
Impulſe foreſee, that I ſhould ſtand in 


N eed of his Father's friendlyAſſiſtance. 


T was afterwards informed by Monſ. 
Mareſball, that my Aunt had not long 
before died in a Convent, to which ſhe 
had left her whole Fortune: He in- 
quired into my Circumſtances, which, 
from the Melancholy viſible in my Face, 
he judged to be ſuch, as at that Time 
made pecuniary Aſſiſtance neceſſary; ; 
and, as foon as I informed him of my 
Lofs, he preſented me with his Purſe, 
in which were Fifty Louis d'Ors, and, 
# deſiring me to call upon him 1 

ſtood in Need of farther Aſſiſtance, 
- affured me that I ſhould always find in 
him' a Friend ever ready to ſupply my 
| Wants and relieve me in my Diſtreſs. 


Neo 
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No Relief ever came more ſeaſonably 
than this, as I was, by the Robbery 
above related, reduced to extreme In- 


digence; however I had not learned 


Prudence from Experience, for ſoon 
after I found myſelf poſſeſſed of this 
'Sum, I lived with an Extravagance 
excuſable only in One who had never 
known Diſtreſs. My Sorrow for Mare- 
| foall, which for a Time was ſo violent, 
that all the Pleaſures and Amuſements 
of Paris could not abate it, and which 
my Reafon was unable to ſubdue, was 
at laſt cured by another Paſſion, which 
having taken Poſſeſſion of my Heart, I 


retained only a tender Remembrance of 


the Man by whom my Affections had 


before been intirely ingroſſed. 
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CHAP. XxXXIV. i 


TAPPENI NG One Day t to FEY 
a Walk in the Thuilleries, I AC- 
cidentally let drop my Fan, which was 
taken up and returned to me by a 
young gentleman of ſo amiable a Fi- 
Sure, that the very firſt Moment ] caſt 
my Eye upon him, I was as completely 
enamoured as I could have been, had I 
known him for many Years. From a 
long Experience in Love Affairs I think - 
1 may lay it down as a Maxim, that 
Paſſions are. always equal and recipro- 
cal: Love is always productive of a 
Love equally ſtrong, and Hatred of a 
proportionate Degree of Averſion and 
— Monſ. 7. greaſe, which was the 


Name 


# i» «4 7 
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Name of the young Gentleman who 
had fo ſuddenly kindled the amorous 
Flame in my Breaſt, conceived inſtan- 
taneouſly an Affection for me as ſtrong as 
that with which I was inſpired by bim; 
he therefore availed himſelf of the Ac- 
cident of returning my Fan to enter 
into Converſation Wich me, and I found 
his Manners as engaging as his Figure 
beautiful: I made no Scruple to invite 
him to my Lodgings ; for the Expe- 
rience I had by this Time acquired had 
baniſhed that Reſerve which moſt Wo- 
men derive from their Education, if it 
has not been inſtilled into them by Na. 
ture. | x1 


As Toyeuſe was poſſeſſed of every At- - 
traction that could captivate a Female 


Heart, I did not long combat my In- 


 clinations, but 3 to his Solicita- 


tions: 
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tions: I for ſome Time enjoyed all the 
tranſporting Pleaſures which ſucceſsful 
Love alone beſtows, and thought for 
a-while, that I had at laſt met with a 
Man worthy of my Love; but I ſoon 
found I had Rivals ; for 7 oyeuſe was a 
general Lover, and could not confine 
his Wiſhes to One alone: I diſcovered 
that he was kept by a Lady of Qua- 
lity, and that it was intirely by her 
Bounty that he was enabled to make a 
Figure at Paris, being himſelf a Man 
of no Fortune; I diſcovered likewiſe, 
that he not only had Intrigues with 


Three or Four Court Ladies, but that 


he kept a Girl who danced at the Opera. 
When I came to the Knowledge of theſe 
Particulars, I could no longer think him 
deſerving of my Affections; ; for the 
Heart which is divided amongſt ſeveral 
cannot be worthy of One who would 
con- 
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concenter all her Wiſhes upon a ſingle 
Object. Had Toyeuſe confined his At- 
fections to me alone, I ſhould have 
thought myſelf completely happy in his 
Love; but as I found that I only had 
a Place in a Heart to which others laid 
Claim, I thought the. Ardor of my 
Love did not meet with an adequate 
Return. | | 


My Life paſſed in a continued Round 
of Pleaſure, and I lived in a perpetual 
Gratification of my Paſſions ; but how- 
ever, as. no human Proſperity is laſting, 
mine was ſoon interrupted, and Cala- 
mity again viſited me, when I thought 
myſelf ſecure from Danger. The 
Counteſs de la Vallette, who kept my 
Gallant Toyeuſe, was of a Temper prone 
to Jealouly and capable of any ſangui- 
nary deed : My Intrigue with him ſoon 

came 
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came to her Knowledge, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Care I took to keep it ſecret 
from the World, and to ſuch a Degree 
was ſhe incenſed to find me her Rival, 
that ſhe hired a Ruffian to aſſaſſinate 
me. I ſhould certainly have fallen a 
Victim to her vindictive Rage, if Toy- 
enſe himſelf had not come to my Afſ- 
ſiſtance at the very Moment that the 
Bravo ſhe had hired, who was a Native 
of Italy, was preparing to give me a 
Stab with a Stilletto ; as ſoon as he ſaw 
One come to my Aſſiſtance, he took to 
his Heels; and as Toyeuſe's Intention 
was not ſo much to puniſh an Offender 
as to preſerve my Life, he ſuffered him 
to eſcape; and I ſhould never have 
known the Bottom of this black Affair, 
if this very Perſon had not been con- 
demned ſome Years after to be broke 
alive upon the Wheel at the Grive, at 
by” | which 
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which Time he confeſſed, that he had 
been hired by the Counteſs de la Val. 
lette, then dead, to make an Attempt 
upon the Life of an Engli if N who 
was her Rival. | 


When ] reflected upon the Danger I 
had eſcaped, I could not help recollect- 
ing with Aſtoniſhment, that I was then 
in my Twenty-ſeventh Year, when, ac- 
cording to the Prediction of Mr: Black- 
2wood, related in the Firſt Chapter of 
theſe Memoirs, I was to be in immi- 
nent Danger of my Life through the 
Jealouſy of a Rival. This Attempt was 
was foon followed by another, which 
made me conclude that my Life would 
be in Danger as long as I ſtaid in 
France; and many Inſtances which I 
had heard of French Ladies going any 


Lengths to deſtroy a Rival, made me 
| deter- 


, 2 25 = 
Im ̃ q 
* - 4 8 
* 


„„ HIS TORY or 


determine to go directly to England. 1 
dreaded a Fate like that of the cele- 
brated Mademoilelle la Couvreur, Miſ- 
treſs to Marſhal Saxe, and One of the 
moſt eminent Actreſſes that ever graced 
the French Stage. 


The Ducheſs of Bouillon, UT IN had 


been the Miſtreſs of Marſhal Saxe, and 


was forſaken by him when he attached 
himſelf to Mademoiſelle Ja Couvreur, 
was ſo incenſed at ſeeing herſelf left for 
an Actreſs, that ſhe never reſted till ſhe 
had cauſed her Rival to be taken off by 
Poiſon : It is ſaid, that Ja Couvreur had 
provoked her Reſentment by applying 
to her the following Verſes in the Phe- 
dra of Racine, when ſhe performed the 
principal Part in that os os . 
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Fe ne ſuis point de ces femmes hardies, 
qui goutant dans le crime une tran- 
quille paix, ont ſeu ſe faire un front 
qui ne rougit jamais. 


1 am not One of thoſe confident Wo- 
men, who, enjoying Peace and 
Tranquillity whilſt they lead vicious 
Lives, have found the Secret to 


aſſume a Countenance incapable of 
— 


; Soon after the Night that the Duch- 

els had received the Affront, an Abbe, 
who was an intimate Acquaintance of 
la Couvreur, found a Box of poiſoned 
: Comfits in his Chamber and a Letter, 
by which he was given to underſtand, 

that if he did not. ſend them as a 
Preſent to la Couvreur, his own Life 
would be in Danger. He could not 


conceive 


my —— ew OED 
” 
* 


Day in Danger. I imparted my Deſign, 
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conceive how the Letter and the Box 


had been conveyed to his Chamber, 


but he carried both to the Lieutenant 
of the Police, who uſed all poflible 
Means to diſcover the Perfon by 


whom the Letter was wrote, but all 


to no Purpoſe. Soon after la Couvreur 
was poiſoned, and it was generally be- 


| lieved at Paris, that the Ducheſs of 
pun was the Cauſer of her noch. 


I had heard lkewiſe of the Mar- 


chioneſs de Brinvilliere, and the Infa- 
mous la Voiſin, by whom ſo many had 
been poiſoned; and as I was thus ap- 
Pprized that this fatal Art had been car- 
ried to great Perfection in France, I 
- thought it imprudent to ſtay any longer 


in a Kingdom where my Life was every 
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as well as the Reaſons of it, to Toyeuſe, 


who could not but approve of my 
Reſolution, though he expreſſed great 
| Regret at our Separation. Before I left 
France I waited upon Monſ. Mareſpall, 


who made me a Preſent of a Hundred 


Louis d'Ors. I had received ſeveralSums 
from him whilſt I had been in Paris, 


which enabled me to live in Splendor 


and enn. 


In outſuance of this Reſohition I 


embarked at Calais, and in Four-and: 
twenty Hours arrived at Dover, where 


I took a Place in the flying Machine, 


which ſtarted at Four o'Clock in the 


Morning, and ſet us down at the Foot 


of Weſtminſter Bridge about Eight 
Clock the fame Day. Immediately 
after my Arrival I took Lodgings in 


Lei ceſter 
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Leiceſter Fields, and changed my Name 
for that of Miſs Elliſon, being unwilling 
that my Siſter, or any of my Relations, 
ſhould know I was in London, whilſt I 
led a Life which my Reaſon could not 
but diſapprove of, though a long Habit 
of luxurious Living had rendered 
expenſive Pleaſures ſo neceſſary to me, 
that to relinquiſh them, would have 
been like parting with Life itſelf. I 
ſoon became generally known, and my 
Favours were ſolicited by ſeveral 
Suitors, whoſe Addreſſes I incouraged 
intirely through intereſted Views; for 
none of them poſſeſſed perſonal At- 
tractions or Addreſs capable of enga- 
ging my Aﬀections. This Crowd of 
Lovers was quickly baniſhed by One 
who, being poſſeſſed of a conſiderable 
Eſtate, thought himſelf intitled to a 
Preference to all his Rivals, and as 
7 55 Money 
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Money was what I at that Time had 
chiefly in View, I did not ſcruple to 
give him the Preference he required. 
I indeed found him a lucrative Lover, 
for his Generoſity had no Bounds : He 
not only made me often rich Preſents, 
but was daily deviſing Parties of Plea- 
ſure, and making Entertainments upon 
my Account, which coſt him conſider- 
able Sums of Money. But the Jea- 
louſy of his Temper and his conſtant 
Suſpicion created me ſo much Unea- 
ſineſs, that I thought Affluence dearly 
bought at the Expence of my Repoſe: 
Having, therefore, formed a Reſolu- 
tion to leave him, no ſooner had I in- 
ſinuated my Intention, but Sir William 
| Morely, which was the Name of my 
Keeper, cried, raved, fell on his Knees, 
and practiſed every Art which Paſſion 
could ſuggeſt, in order to induce me 
to 
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to change my Purpoſe ; but finding me 
perſiſt in it, he drew his Sword, and 
would have laid violent Hands upon 
himſelf, had not his Valet de Chambre 
and my own Servant, who were alarmed 
by my Cries, opportunely entered the 
Room, and prevented this deſperate 
Action. 


I had never liked Sir Villiam, but 
after this deſperate Action I beheld 
him with Abhorrence : His having 
made an Attempt upon | his own Life 
convinced me, that he was a Man of 
ſuch turbulent and unruly Paſſions, 
that it was dangerous to continue my 
Connexions with him. I was puzzled 
to get rid of this importunate Lover, 
whoſe Addreſſes cauſed me greater 
Trouble and Perplexity than I ever 
ſuffered from the ſevereſt Machinations, 
Oz | | | or 
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or open Injuries of an Enemy. 1 
never met with a ſtronger Proof of the 
Truth of Dr. Young's Obſervation, That 
Love may be often taken for Hatred 
by its Effects. Whenever Sir Wilkam 
came to ſee me, I had the moſt bitter 
Reproaches to expect, Complaints that 
I did not return his Paſſion with equal 
Ardour, and conftant Jealoufies, which 
were often occaſioned by ſuch trifling 
Circumſtances, as my having ſpoke to 
a Gentleman at a public Place, or 
caſting a favourable Glance upon a 
Man whom I thought handſome. Suſ- 
picious and jealous Tyranny are in- 
ſupportable in a Huſband, but they are 
ſtill more irkſome in a Lover; becauſe, 
where a Return of Love cannot be 
claimed as a Duty, to exact it with Ri- 
gour muſt appear a moſt provoking 
Injuſtice. "Whilſt J was embarraſſed 
Vor. II. 1 with 


go HISEFQNT.of 
with deviſing Expedients to get rid of 
Sir Wilkam, Fortune at laſt did that 
which I never could hit upon the Means 
of effecting, though I long racked my 
Ingention to procure a Deliverance 
from the painful Conſtraint 1 had for 
ſome Time lived! in. | 


Sir William One Day taking a Ride 
towards Richmond was thrown by an 
unruly Horſe, ſeverely bruiſed,” and 
his Hand fractured in ſuch a Manner, 

that the* Phyſicians and Surgeons who 
attended him deſpaired of his Life: 
When he felt the Approach of Death, 
he ſent for me, and I immediately 
waited on him. Though I had never 
loved Sir Villiam, and his Jealouſy 
had lately been a perpetual Source of 
Torment to me, I could not help feeling 
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fon at ſeeing him in 
ſuch a deplorable State, and as Pity 


ſeldom fails to melt the Soul to Love, 
it upon this Occaſion inſpired me with 
a Degree of Tenderneſs for this unfor- 
tunate Man, which I had never felt 
before : He took his laſt Farewel of 
me with a Flood of Tears, and de- 
clared, that it was not ſo much the 
Loſs of Life he regretted, as the being 
ſeparated from me, upon whoſe 
Account alone he felt any Attachment 
to Life. Juſt before he expired, he 
ſent. for a Notary Public, and made a 
Will, by which he bequeathed me Five 
' thouſand Pounds: This Generoſity, and 
the great Concern he expreſſed for my 
: Loſs, produced ſuch an Effect upon 
me, that I could not refrain from 
ſhedding Tears for the Death of a 


ws who, during his Life, had cre- 
5 .”-_ ©. ate: 
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ated me ſo much Trouble, that my 
Thoughts had for a conſiderable Time 


been intirely taken up with ruminating 


on a Method to put an ne” to our 
| Connexions, 


HA. 
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C HAP. XXV. 


INDING myſelf upon the Deatn 

of Sir William poſſeſſed of Five 
thouſand Pounds in Money, and to the 
Amount of Two thouſand Pounds more 
in Jewels and Effects, I formed a Re-. 
ſolution no longer to admit indiſcrimi- 
nately the Addreſſes of every Suitor 
who offered, but to wait till I could 
meet with a. Man. worthy of my Care, 
as I was no longer under a Neceſſity of 
availing myſelf of the Paſſions of Men 
in order to procure the Means of. gra- 
tifying my own. All my ready Caſh I 
depolited in the Hands. of a Banker, 
and having taken Lodgings in Pall- 
mall, I now begun to enjoy the World 
133 as 
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as a Woman of Fortune, and not as 
One who depended upon the Caprice 
and Paſſions of others. Though I was 
lictle difpoſed to encourage the Ad- 
dreſſes of Lovers, it was not long be- 
fore I was taken Notice of by more 
than One; an elderly Gentleman, whoſe 
Name was Sir. Joſeph Rogers, paid me 
honourable Addreſſes, and excited me 
very warmly to marry him, but I was 
reſolved never to enter into an Engage- 
ment for Life, till I could meet ik a 
Man every Way worthy of my Eſteem 
and Affection; and I could never re- 
gard One almoſt Fifty Years of Age 
in that Light. I ſuppoſe many of my 
Readers will confider it as the Height 
of Imprudence in me to reje& the 
Offers of a Man, who poſſeſſed an 
Eſtate of Two thouſand a Year in 
Northampton, When I was in the 
a is loweſt, 
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loweſt and moſt rect State, Wealth 
never appeared to me an Equivalent for 
the Loſs of Liberty, and now I was 
poſſeſſed of what I deemed a Competence, 


it was the laſt Thing I was inclined to 
take into Conſideration in a Lover. 


Another Lover preſented avout the 
ſame Time, with whom I was much 
better pleaſed, and entertained ; I doubt 
not but all my Female Readers will 
acknowledge I had Reaſon to be 10, 
when they have read the Deſcription 
which I give of his Perſon : Mr. Eu- 
ſtace, which was the Name of the 
Gentleman who ſucceeded Toyeuſe in 
my Affection, was at that Time only 
in the Twenty-fifth Year of his Age; 
it cannot therefore appear ſurpriſing, 
that I ſhould prefer him to a Man 

I 4 almoſt 
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almoſt Fifty; he was near Six Feet 
high, and in his Perſon rather lender, 
though he had all the Symptoms of 
Strength and Vigour in his Limbs ; 
his Features were regular, and there 
was a pleaſing Youthfulneſs in his 
Countenance; he had fine black Hair, 
which he wore clubbed, and which 
became him with the utmoſt Grace: 
If there was any Defect in his Ap- 
pearance, it was that he had not intirely 
the Look of a Gentleman, but rather 
the Air of a handſome Footman : This 
may be naturally aſcribed to his being 
of a mean Origin, for his Parents 
were at firſt only poſſeſſed of a ſmall 
Farm in the North of Scotland, though, 
by God's Bleſſing upon their Induſtry, 
they were afterwards enabled to purchaſe 
an Eſtate. Mr. Zuſtace had ſomething 


_ engaging 


Mis BEVER L V. 177 


engaging in his Manner, with which I 
was highly taken; but I diſcovered 
One Attraction in him, which another 
would have overlooked, or very pro- 
bably have conſidered as a Defect; 


for as Mr. Gay obſerves, 


Lovers Beauties ſpy 
In what ſeems Faults to every vulgar Eye. 


My new Lover ſpoke Eugliſb with 
the Scorch Accent, and I thought there: 
was a Prettineſs in his Tone, a je ne 
. ſpat quoi pleaſing to the Ear, which I 
thought every Way — to the 
beſt Eng liſb. 


I had not been long acquainted with: 
Mr. Euſtace, when I found he had 
made a conſiderable Impreſſion: on my: 

We © Heart. 
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Heart. He was an exceeding good 
Muſician, could play upon ſeveral In- 
ſtruments, and even underſtood Com- 
| poſition; he ſometimes wrote Songs in 
my Praiſe, which he himfelf ſet to 
Muſic. Though he poſſeſſed ſo many 
Accompliſhments, and I liked him as 
an agreeable young Fellow, I could by 
no Means conſider him as a Man de- 
ſerving of my Love ; for beſides that 
he was greatly inferior to Toyeuſe, and 
| ſome of my former Lovers in Perſon, 
1 diſcovered a Quality in him, which I 

always conſidered as One of the greateſt 

Blemiſhes a Character can have; the 
Quality I mean is Avarice : A Heart 
in which the Love of Gold can find a 
Place, can never be worthy of a Perſon 

capable of loving with the tendereſt 
Affection: I felt, however, a great 
Degree of Liking for Mr. Euſtace, and 
| could 
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could not long reſiſt his Addreſſes, but 
yielded to my Paſſion, and received 
him as a Lover, though my Heart 
could by no Means diſcover i in him the 
ultimate Completion of its Withes. bh 


x enjoyed all the Pleaſures of * 
Town, and the Company of Mr. 
Euſtace, who attended me at all public 
Places, greatly heightened the Reliſh 
of that Round of Delights, in which 
my Life for a long Time glided away : 
But a fatal Event av laſt wakened me 
from my Dream of Felicity, and re- 
minded me, that all human Happineſs 
is of a fleeting and tranſitory Nature. 
I had for ſome Months been uſed to 
ſuch an uninterrupted Courſe of Pro- 
ſperity, that 1 * to forget how 

often 
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often I had been plunged in Adverſity, 
and ſteeped in Poverty up to the Lips, 
to uſe an Expreſſion of Shakeſpeare, 
but I was at length waked out of my 
Lethargy by a fatal Event, the Ac- 
count of which I ſhall reſerve to the 
following Chapter. 7 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. XXXVI. 


M tragic Event of which Men- 
tion was made at the Conclu- 
fion of the preceding Chapter, was the- 
Bankruptcy of Mr. S:tvefter, with whom 
I had depoſited upwards of Six thouſand 
Pounds, of which I was deprived in an 
Inſtant by his unforeſeen Stroke of For- 
tune. What heightened the Senſe of my 
Diſtreſs was, that I found myſelf 
immediately deferted by Mr. Euſtace, 
the only Man for whom I then felt 
any Degree of Affection. His forſa- 
king me I could aſcribe to no other 
Cauſe, but my being thus ſuddenly 
reduced to extreme Indigence; and 
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this Thought inſpired me with a meaner 
Opinion of him than J ever entertained 
before : I could not, however, . hate 
him, though perhaps his Behaviour 


rendered him an Object of Deteſtation; 


when once I have loved a Man, my 

Affection can never be totally era- 
dicated from my Heart, but I always 
remember him with a Tenderneſs 


mixed with Compaſſion, however he 


may by his Behaviour have forfeited 
al Te to my Love. 


Accuſtomed as I had been to Miſ- 
fortunes, I had never learned Phi- 
loſophy to ſupport them ; and indeed 
I have often been tempted to think, 
that all Pretences to Reſignation are 
vain, and that it is not in human Nature 


to bear up againſt the Preſſure of a 


preſent Evil. It is a juſt Obſervation 
of 


— 
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of the celebrated Duke de la Roch- 


foucault, that Philoſophy triumphs over 
paſt Us and over thoſe to come, but 


that the preſent triumph over it. My 


Experience now verified this Obſerva- 
tion; for I found myſelf utterly inca- 
pable of ſupporting a Calamity which 
took me quite unprepared ; I deplored 


my Loſs with the utmoſt Anguiſh and 


Bitterneſs of Heart, nor found any | 


Thing capable of adminiſtring Conſola- 


tion. Nothing can be more true, than 


that the Efforts of Mind we make to 
lament, and bewail our Misfortunes, 
would, if properly exerted, be ſufficient 

to repair them; yet ſuch is the Frailty 
of human Nature, that moſt Sufferers 


aggravate their Miſeries by Impatience, 


inſtead of taking the proper Methods 


to alleviate them. 


After 
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After much Time loſt in fruitleſs: 
_ . Regret, I at laſt began to deliberate 
what were the beſt Meaſures I could 
take in the preſent Emergency ; but 
_ ſuch was the Diſtraction of my Mind, 
that not a Thought occurred which my 
- Reaſon did not reje&t upon Examina- 
tion. Conſidering my Loſs and the ex- 
penſive Manner in which I had lived 
ſince the Death of Sir William, I had 
very little Money left, and I was ſo far 
from taking the prudent Courſe of di- 
miniſning my Expences, that I conti- 
nued to hve in the ſame Manner as be- 
fore my Loſs, and indeed Pleaſures and 
Amuſements were now become neceſ- 
ſary to diſſipate the gloomy Melancholy 
which preyed upon my Heart; but Sor- 
row was too deeply rooted in it, and it 
was generally remarked by all who 
knew me, that I was creſt-fallen, and 


* 
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that my Character and Diſpoſition were 
k totally changed. An accidental Occur- | 
i rence, however, ſoon after in ſome 
| Meaſure reſtored my Franquillity of 
Mind ; but I ſhall defer giving any Ac- 
count of this till next Chapter, as I 
have dwelt already too long upon the 
fame Topics in this. 


CHAP. 
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T the Cloſe of the laſt Chapter T 
informed the Reader, that an In- 
cident at laſt happened which reſtored 
my long-loſt Tranquillity of Mind; I 
ſhall in this inform him what it was, 
though I ſuppoſe I ſhall thereby incur 


the Imputation of Superſtition, I was 
One Evening accidentally engaged in 


a ſerious Converſation with an elderly 
Gentleman who lodged in the Houſe, 

and a Lady that lived in the Neigh- 
bourhood, who being alſo advanced in 


Years took Pleaſure in Topics of the 
grave C aft. 


The Converſation turned upon thoſe 


Preſſentiments and Predictions of Fu- 


turity, 


90 
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turity, of which ſome Inſtances occur 
in Hiſtory, and, of which I had met 
with ſome-Examples in the Courſe of 
my Experience; I related the Three 
Predictions of Mr. Blackwoed ; the 
Completion of the Two firſt of which 
gave me ſome Reaſon to expect that of 
the Third, though I was then in my 


| Thirty-fourth Year, and had met with 


a Misfortune which ſeemed to contra- 


dict the aſtrological Calculation, ae- 


cording to which I was to be made 
happy in my Thirty-fourth Tear; T 
likewiſe mentioned another Inftance of 
this marvellous Nature, the Pream I 
had concerning young Marefhall's De- 
hverance from a Priſon, which was ſa 
oddly verified by his Death. The old 
Gentleman told me thas he had ſome 
Knowledge of the Science in queſtion, * 
and, having at my Requeſt calculated 


my 


4 


_ 1 SDOAnN af. 


my Nativity, gave me to underſtand, 
that the Completion of the laſt Predic- 
tion was approaching, that I ſhould be 
ſoon. made happy by the Poſſeſſion of 
a Man worthy of my Love; but that 
ſome Misfortune, of which he had but 
an indiſtinct and confuſed Idea, im- 
pended over me firſt: He added, that 
there was fomething like a Deliverance 
from Priſon in my Fate as well as that 
of Mareſball, but in a different Senſe; 
and concluded, that from the Poſition. 
of the Stars he was not then able to give 
me any farther Inſight into Futurity. 


I will frankly acknowledge myſelf to 

be ſo far tinctured with Superſtition, 
that the Conſideration of my being in 
my Thirty-fourth Year, and this Confir- 
mation of the former aſtrological. Pre- 
diction, in a great Meafure reſtored my 


Tra n- 
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Tranquillity of Mind, though my Fi- 
nances were very low, and I had to all 
. Appearance leſs Reaſon than ever to be 
ſatisfied with my Situation. My Cir- 
cumſtances grew every Day worſe and 
worſe, and I at laſt found myſelf ar- 
reſted by the Woman in whoſe Houſe I 
lodged for the Sum of Fifty Pounds, 
which it then was not in my Power to 
pay: I was ſo ſiidcked at this ſecond 
Misfortune, ſo ſoon following the firſt, 
that I quite forgot what the old Gen- 
tleman had told me; for had I recol- 
lected it, it would have afforded me 
ſome Conſolation in the Midſt of my 
Diſtreſs. I was conducted to an Offi- 
cer's Houſe, where I endeavoured to 
ſtay as long as I could, though at an 
enormous Expence, rather than go to 
a Gaol, the very Idea of which filled 
- me with Horror. I wrote to ſeveral Per- 

| a 8 
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ſons to whom I had been known in the 
Days of my Affluence, but none of 
them would take any Notice of me in 


the Hour of Diſtreſs. My Finances 


were now almoſt exhauſted, and I was 
thinking of having Recourſe to the 
only Refuge left me, I mean to the 
Aſſiſtance of my Siſter, when Heaven 
ſent an Angel to my Relief, who not 

only threw open the Doors of my Pri- 

ſon, and ſet me at Liberty, but gave me 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of Happineſs 
for the Remainder of my Days; but 
this happy Cataſtrophe ſhall be the Sub- 
ject of the next Chapter. 
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THILST I was languiſhing in 

Confinement and almoſt driven 
to the Neceſſity of having Recourſe to 
my Siſter, whom I was very unwilling 
to trouble upon ſuch an Occaſion, Sit 
Charles Raymond, a Gentleman poſſeſſed 
of a conſiderable Eſtate in Shropſhire, 
happened to come to the Officer's Houſe 
to which I was carried, to ſee a Gentle- 
-man who was brought Priſoner there 
ſome Time after me. 


Sir Charles in Beauty ſurpaſſed all the 
Men I had ever ſeen; neither la Fleur 
nor Mareſhall, my Two French Lovers, 
could compare with him, though the 
| Luſtre 
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Luſtre of their Beauty outſhone that 
of all the Youth of France. I was ſo 
happy as to make an Impreſſion upon 
the Heart of Sir Charles equal to that 
which he had made in mine ; he came 
every Day to viſit me, and his Paſſion 
ſeemed every Day to increaſe. He of- 
fered not only to deliver me from my 
Confinement, but to reſign his own Li- 
berty for my Sake by uniting his Fate 
to mine in Hymen's Bonds. This noble 
Behaviour produced ſuch an Effect 
upon me, that I was reſolved not to 
be behind-hand with my Lover in Ge- 
neroſity; I with the utmoſt Candour 
related to him all the Events of my 
Life without diſguiſing any Circum- 
ſtances: My generous Lover ſtill per- 
fiſted in his Reſolution, and declared 
that my noble Behaviour, in diſcover- 
ing What any other Woman would have 

con- 
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concealed, endeared me to him more 
than ever, and proved me to be 
Miſtreſs of a Heart, which a Monarch 
might be proud of poſſeſſing. He added, 
that as he was Mafter of his own Ac- 
tions, and could not brook any Delay 
to his Happineſs, he would marry me 
within the Week, if my Friends and 
Relations made, no ObjeQion to the 
Match, I could now no longer doubt 
that I had met with a Man every way 
deſerving of my Love; his perſiſting 
in his Reſolution to marry me, even 
after 1 had given him a faithful Narras 
ye of all the Events of my Life, 

owed that Bis Paſſic on Was as ſtrong 
as it was deſerving; and that he was 
ready to ſacrifice every thing to Love. 
Lexpreſſed the warmeſt Senſe of Gra- 
titude for his kind Intentions; but 
requeſted him to do nothing precipi- 


tately, leſt he might afterwards re- 
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pent what he had not maturely deli- 
berated, but to defer the Execution 
of his Purpoſe for about a Month, 
that he might be ſure he would never 
have Occaſion to alter his Reſolution, 
or wiſh that undone, which had been 
hurried on with too little Conſidera- 
tion. He aſſured me, that he never 
could repent any Reſolution taken in 
my Favour ; and ſending for the Ofi- 
cer, in whaſe Houſe I was Priſoner, 
proceeded without Delay to take the 
proper Meaſures for my Enlargement. 
My Plaintiff being ſent for, Sir Charles 
immediately paid my Debr, and I 
was diſcharged directly. 


A Coach was called, and my De- 

liverer cacried me, at my own. Re- 

| queſt, to my Siſter's, - who received 
me with open Arms, She informed 

4 | me, 
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me, that my Father lived a retired 
Country Life with my Mother, having 
never found Means to repair his Fai- 
lure in Buſineſs ; and that Lady Clay- 
ton continued to live in all her former 
Splendor. I immediately wrote to my 
Parents; and my Happineſs will be no 
longer delayed than till they come up 
to Town, to give the Sanction of their 
Preſence to the Marriage Ceremony. 


Having thus paſt the Voyage of Life, 
partly in the Calms and Sunſhine of Pro- 
ſperity, and partly in ſtruggling with 
the Storms of Miſery and Adverlity, 
I at laſt have the Port of Happineſs in 

View, and hope for. Halcyon Days, 

without Interruption for the future; 
J ſhall therefore here put an End to 
the Recital of my Adventures, as a 
Narrative ceaſes to be intereſting, when 
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no longer chequered by a Mixture 
of Good and Evil, and diverſified by 


Change of Scene, or various Viciſſi- 


tudes of Fortune. 
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